“The Teachable Moment”
4 
Abide in Me, and I in you. 


As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, 


neither can you, unless you abide in Me.  

5 
"I am the vine, you are the branches. 

He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; 


for without Me you can do nothing.  
6 
If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; 


and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.  
7 
If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, 


you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.  
8 
By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 
(Selected Passage: John 15:4-8, NKJV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Apr. 7: Dt. 31:1-32:27, Lk. 12:8-34, Ps. 78:32-55, Prov. 12:21-23)
A Second Look

The last sentence of the immediately preceding chapter (Jn. 14:31) is “Arise, let us go hence!” The suggestion of this sentence is that Jesus may have taught His disciples the vital lessons of John 15-16 as Jesus led His disciples through a number of vineyards on His way to the Garden of Gethsemane. As they took their first steps from the upper room where they shared their final Passover Meal and inaugurated the Lord’s Supper, Christ led His disciples likely past the golden vines which decorated the Temple. In this critical hour, Christ recognized the urgency and the opportunity of this teachable moment! Within hours of His arrest which would lead to the cascade of events leading to His crucifixion, Jesus taught His followers the importance and the impact of abiding in Christ. John 15 passes on to all generations the parable of the vine and the branches (vs. 1-11), the greatest commandment – love – (vs. 12-17), and the abrupt warning to expect the opposition of the world (vs. 18-27). Jesus was about to embody the essential lesson of abiding and overcoming through the ordeal of His passion. 
What makes for a particular moment teachable? A moment is teachable, not necessarily because of the high drama of the event, or because the words spoken are presented with dynamic syntax, but rather because God has chosen to use that precise moment to cause need, language, and circumstance to converge to etch memory within us. See the golden grapevines adorning the temple, smell the variety of vines as the vineyards brush against you, hear the words Christ speaks about abiding, sense the tension of threat rising in, and now reflect upon the memory Christ has imparted to all believers here.
A Second Thought
Abide to survive. Abide to thrive.
A Second Step

“LORD, cause my attachment to you to be firm and fruit-bearing.”
A Second Mile
Ask yourself, “Am I going through the motions or am I truly in motion?” 
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