“Serious Business”
27 
And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.
(Selected Passage: John 15:27, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Apr. 8: Dt. 32:28-52, Lk. 12:35-59, Ps. 78:56-64, Prov. 12:24)
A Second Look

Now, these next few moments will be for serious (I mean VERY serious) business! Imagine as a young person you have become the premier 5-Star athlete; so much so, that you have earned a full-ride athletic scholarship to the Division-1 university of your choice. You have perfect size, speed, quickness, skill, and aptitude for the sport in which you excel. Already, projections and conversations have begun to occur pointing to the assurance of your rising to the top of your sport professional in a matter of a few short years. Before you can barely imagine it, championships and multi-year and multi-million dollar contracts and even larger endorsement deals will clutter the desk in your Room of Remembrance. However, there is one tiny little fly-in-the-ointment… by the time you have just settled in to your life of success and celebrity, you will have begun to presume – to take for granted – the grace and giftedness that has been shown you. You will have lost your love for the game replacing it with a love for the good times the games has given you. You will begin to forget, not just momentarily but frequently, the responsibility your rich skill has given you (see verse 27, above). Subtly, but oh so surely, you have quit viewing you skill, strength, speed, knowledge, and ability as blessings passed on to you by a good genetic pool, by interested, involved, and sacrificial parents, and by wise and able coaches; you have come to presume upon grace viewing it all as a just right and as evidence of your human superiority. What will the future hold?
How quickly can you scribble out the words…
Crash and burn?

Reality check! Now, if the truth be known, few of us will ever have the chance to be considered a world-class athlete or to parley our athletic prowess into multi-million dollar contracts and endorsements. But, we will all have a chance to presume upon the grace of God! We will all be likely to put our spiritual responsibility on the back burner of our lives and turn off the flame under it while we become passionate about someone or something else in life. We justify our thinking by saying, “Well, we are saved by grace anyway. I know God will not leave me!” Presuming upon grace is profoundly dangerous because our hearts grow cold so imperceptibly that we become hardened before we know it. Presuming upon grace leads to lost opportunities (read 2 Pt. 2:22 and Heb. 6:1-12).
A Second Thought
When we presume upon grace, it ceases to be grace and become grief!
A Second Step

“LORD, forgive me for my casual attitude toward grace.”
A Second Mile
Watch out for cutting corners in your Christian Commitment.
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