“What Is Wrong?”
1
Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock;



you who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth 

2 

before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. Awaken your might; come and save us. 

3 
Restore us, O God; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. 

4 
O LORD God Almighty, 



how long will your anger smolder against the prayers of your people? 

5 
You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have made them drink tears by the bowlful. 

6 
You have made us a source of contention to our neighbors, and our enemies mock us. 

7 
Restore us, O God Almighty; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. 

(Selected Passage: Psalm 80:1-7, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Apr. 11: Josh. 3:1-4:24, Lk. 14: 7-35, Ps. 80:1-19, Prov. 12: 27-28)
A Second Look

We, like the children of Israel, often have an inner sense about ourselves when something is missing. At that critical moment, we are susceptible to making a number of potentially devastating mistakes. We may conclude that what is missing is caused by someone else. We may be quick to blame our spouse, our boss, or a friend. We may come to doubt the love or the promise of God. We may condemn ourselves and conclude we are destined to fail. We may give up on faith. We may think, “Well, God didn’t help me so I might as well give in and go with the world.” Which version of these mistakes have you heard rattling in your mind?
Look back at the passage above. Israel knew God was their Shepherd (vs. 1), yet they were drinking tears by the bowlful (vs. 5). What was the problem? They knew they were in need of restoration (vs. 3), but restoration never seemed to come. Why? They knew God guided and provided in the past but now they were surrounded by troubles that hounded their heels like snapping dogs. Although they were God’s flock, they failed to God.
If God seems a million miles away, ask yourself, “Who moved?” If God seems to not be speaking to you, ask, “What is God trying to say by His silence?” If the heavens seem brass and God does not answer your prayers, ask, “Could I be praying for the wrong thing or in the wrong way, or not understanding God’s timing?” If the Scriptures seem dusty, dull, or dead, ask, “Have I applied that which God has already revealed to me?”
A Second Thought
It is always too soon to quit!
A Second Step

“LORD, teach me to be faithful today and to wait for the feelings to come in due time.”
A Second Mile
Spend at least a few minutes each day asking God to “Search me, O God, and know my heart;

test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psalm 139:23-24).
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