“Misplaced Faith”
15 
Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. 


Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest's courtyard, 16 

but Peter had to wait outside at the door. 

The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, 


spoke to the girl on duty there and brought Peter in. 

17 
"You are not one of his disciples, are you?" the girl at the door asked Peter. 



He replied, "I am not." 

18 
It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. 

Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.

25 
As Simon Peter stood warming himself, he was asked, "You are not one of his disciples, are you?" 


He denied it, saying, "I am not." 

26 
One of the high priest's servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, 


"Didn't I see you with him in the olive grove?" 

27 
Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow.
(Selected Passage: John 18;15-18, 25-27, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Apr. 14: Josh. 9:3-10:43, Lk. 16:19-17:10, Ps. 83:1-18, Prov. 13:4)
A Second Look

Mistake is not spelled with one letter, either is a misstep arrived at with one step. Can you follow Jesus and end up at the wrong place? “YES, you can follow Jesus and end up in the wrong place,” if you are moving at the wrong time or without His consent. It is entirely possible the initial motivation of these two disciples was love. Love drew them near but fear kept them at a save distance? So is the folly of trying to move equally in step with both love and fear simultaneously. While the second disciple is not named, it is entirely probable that this is in fact John (remember, his habit has not been to name himself throughout his gospel). Why does he acknowledge his presence at this dark moment except to confess that Peter would likely not have fallen into denial had it not been that John’s prior associations opened the door to Peter to the high priest’s courtyard? Please be ever so careful my friend that you do not let your prior friendships invite you into a courtyard of collapse!
Once spiritual inertial has begun to move out of step with the will of God, all manner of circumstances press weight and speed into the momentum of sin’s shattering crash. The cold night air, the shadowy darkness of less than familiar faces, the crackling fire, the accusation framed first as a question, all these and more contribute to Peter’s denial. All it takes to end up in the wrong place is the wrong first turn. Go to the interstate; turn left rather than right, or right when you need to go left and your entire world will change around you! So, now what?
Once you are on the wrong road, the only remedy is to turn around! Driving faster, looking harder, or justifying your decision based upon the flow of traffic, none of these actions will remedy a wrong first step. Where you begin sets in concrete where you will end!
What do we make of the three steps upon Peter’s road of decline? If nothing else, question #1, #2, and even #3 are God’s road signs, speed bumps, and grooves carved in the road to say, “Wake up. Turn around. Go back. Get out of here!” Has God tried to correct your course of action? More importantly, are you willing to listen when God tries to correct a tragic trajectory?
A Second Thought
Grace begins before sin occurs. God is trying to guide you even before you are listening!
A Second Step

“LORD, Open my ears, my mind, and my heart. Redirect my will.”
A Second Mile
Constantly be asking, “LORD, what are you trying to show me today?”
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