“Speed”
3 
Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb. 

4 
So they both ran together, 



and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first.
(Selected Passage: John 20:3-4, NKJV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Apr. 20: Josh. 21:1-22:20, Lk. 20:1-26, Ps. 89:1-13, Prov. 13:15-16)
A Second Look

Is there anything spiritual about speed? Before you react to the question thinking it to be absurd; take time to mediate on the question in light of verse four above. Peter leapt to the forefront upon hearing the shocking testimony that Mary Magdalene offered (vs. 2), “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” The only conclusion which logic could embrace was that “they had taken (stolen) the body and hidden it in some tragically unknown place. Although passionate Peter jumped out of the blocks first, the Scripture clearly tells us that John ran on ahead and arrived at the tomb first (vs. 4).
What slowed Peter down? What caused John to streak by him in this race for life? Was Peter grappling with the nightmarish reality of his recent rant as he cursed to declare that he did not know the Christ? Had his shame at denying the LORD in His hour of greatest need affected his ability to run swiftly to the now empty tomb? Does the weight of guilt and shame slow you down from turning back to the LORD? Once you have “blown it,” do you feel like, “What’s the use; there is no hope for me now! I have squandered my one great chance at grace.” Do you feel fear slow you down when you are challenged to confront a failure in your life?
Have you been slowed to a snail’s pace when you consider turning around and coming back to the LORD? Do you think, “If I failed so miserably yesterday, how can I dare to believe that I can succeed now?” John, on the other hand, ran with abandon. You ran with a fire raging within him. The one who is referred to repeatedly in the gospel of John and the beloved apostle now runs based upon that has drawn him to Christ again and again. As if some great magnetic force propelled him forward ever faster and faster, John arrived at the tomb far ahead of Peter.
So, today, will your speed of running to Christ be moved like the flash-over point of a fire sucked forward by gratitude or will shame and fear cause your race to Christ to be as if running knee-deep in molasses? How fast are you when it comes to returning to Christ?
A Second Thought
The speed of your pursuit of Christ in fact reveals what may be occurring in your heart.
A Second Step

“LORD, snatch me away from my distractions. Draw me quickly closer to you.”
A Second Mile
As you reflect on this, do not measure you physical reactions but your spiritual responses to Christ.
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