“Beyond Tears”
11
But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, 


and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb. 
12 
And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, 


where the body of Jesus had lain. 
13 
Then they said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?"
(Selected Passage: John 20:11-13, NKJV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Apr. 20: Josh. 21:1-22:20, Lk. 20:1-26, Ps. 89:1-13, Prov. 13:15-16)
A Second Look

Does Scripture ever cause you to be frozen in your tracks? Do you find yourself cut to the quick by the most piercing and personal questions? Do you stumble into statements of truth that transform your entire perspective on life? Have the promises of God had occasion to wash over your heart like a soothing fountain of peace? Oh the Word is alive; it is truly ALIVE!
What does the living Word reveal? The Living Word reveals we are to follow our Living Lord. As the angels in the empty tomb asked Mary Magdalene, “Why are you weeping?” they are actually inviting her to look at life in an entirely different way! Is God calling on you to back up and look at life differently today? These are the last few days which move us ever nearer to our Easter celebration of His resurrection. These are the very days which bookend His betrayal and His exaltation and which include His agony and His glory. These are those darkest hours right before the dawn. So, why does Mary weep? What’s more, why do we weep?
· Is she seeing His glory through eyes clouded with grief? The stone has been rolled away. The tomb is empty. The radiant presence of angels illuminated the absence of Christ’s body. The burial clothes are still woven as if wrapped around His body. The napkin still has a puff where it once draped Christ’s face. Everything is telling her the impossible – JESUS IS ALIVE! But, Mary is not ready or able to believe the impossible because she is only looking through fleshly eyes. 
· Mary is frozen in feelings of loss? Overwhelmed with what see feels has been taken away, she cannot find the strength to embrace the even more glorious gift which is being given. The peaceful presence of a loving Christ was being excelled by the power presence of a risen Lord.
· Fear clouds her ability to see the Son shining in glory. How will she face tomorrow? How will she face challenges which transcend her own wisdom and strength? How will she find hope and courage to live beyond the cross?
All of her feeling of fear and loss and her inability to rejoice in the resurrection because she is looking with fleshly eyes will be conquered as God reveals the glory of Christ’s resurrection. This is true not just for Mary but for all of us, also.
A Second Thought
The empty tomb replaces your tears with triumphant cheers.
A Second Step

“LORD, empty me of all that blocks me from rejoicing in your resurrection.”
A Second Mile
Learn to add this phrase to every negative thought and feeling, “…but Jesus is alive!”
      Terry Booth
