“Peace, Peace”
19
Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, 



when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, 




Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you."  

20 
When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. 


Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 

21 
So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you."  

22 
And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  23 
If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; 



if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."
(Selected Passage: John 20:19-23, NKJV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Apr. 21: Josh. 22:21-23:16, Lk. 20:27-47, Ps. 89:14-37, Prov. 13:17-19)
A Second Look

Two vital issues unfold before us in these verses. First, in the darkest hour of human history – the hours between not understanding the vibrant truth of the resurrection and then coming to understand its vital message – Christ delivered the message of peace (vs. 19 and 21). Second, as Christ passed on His commission to His disciples, He defined the message of His ministry (vs. 23). Both of these revelations have a revolutionary impact upon our lives of faith today.
The peace Christ declared was first, peace with God (vs. 19) and second, the peace of God. We have peace with God based upon the completed work of Christ in His full and finished work of salvation from our sin. Romans 5:1-2 explains this clearly. “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” Look at the message carefully. We have peace with God because we are justified – brought into a right relationship with God – by the grace of Christ. Thus Jesus showed His disciples His hands and side confirming He is in fact the Christ that was crucified and that this act of sacrifice resulted in the full payment of their sin.
The peace Christ gave them as He commissioned them to join in His ministry of redemption throughout the world was an entirely different peace of God. Once again Scripture helps us understand Scripture as you meditate on Philippians 4:6-7. “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” The peace of God is that supernatural peace we possess as we live and move in the presence of the Almighty God daily. The peace of God passes all reasoning and logic and results not because of circumstance, convenience, or our own confidence but because of His intimate involvement in our lives. If the peace we experience is only present when the circumstances of life are favorable to us then this is not the peace of God. The peace of God transcends human confidence or explanation.

Finally, Christ touches a subject which has troubled and confused many. It would seem that Christ is proclaiming apostolic authority to forgive or to refuse to forgive sin as the move throughout the world. This is not the message here. Consider this, if the apostles were given unique and exclusive power to forgive or to refuse to forgive sin, why do we not have one occasion in Scripture in which they acted in this unilateral authority? The key to understanding this is in the tense of the verbs. If you forgive sins speaks of a precise point in time in which a sin or sins are considered forgiven or paid in full (Aorist Tense). However, Christ adds these are the ones that have already been forgiven (Perfect Tense). Thus the ones we bring forgiveness to in this world at any specific point in time are the one God has already determined to bring forgiveness to based upon His finished work of redemption in Heaven. The point is not that we are deciding something on earth based upon our position of authority that Christ is then accepting and respecting in Heaven but rather the exact opposite. Christ has already authorized or determined something in Heaven that we are declaring and revealing here on earth. He does not sanction our authority; we declare and display His authority. Conversely, if sins are retained (continued to be held on to both in action and in accountability), this exposes the sins that are yet held to the account of an individual before the bar of God’s righteous justice in Heaven. Refusal to receive grace is responsibility for sin before the face of a holy God. The point in time proclamation of forgiveness is the result of the eternal action Christ has already accomplished in Heaven as He has presented His blood as payment in full of all sin for all who will believe in Christ.
A Second Thought
“Peace, peace, wonderful peace send down from the Father above,” this is our message.
A Second Step

“LORD, help me live in your peace today regardless of what the day unfolds.”
A Second Mile
Based upon your emotional state today, are you living in the peace of God?
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