“Silencing Your Critics”
13
Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, 


and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. 
And they realized that they had been with Jesus. 
14 
And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, 


they could say nothing against it.
(Selected Passage: Acts 4:13-14, NIV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for April 28: Jdg. 8:18-9:21; Lk. 23:44-24:12; Ps. 99:1-9; Prov. 14:9-10)
A Second Look

Not only did Peter and John now have a quiver full of critics, occasionally we realize that we too have those sitting on ready anticipating their next opportunity to point out what they perceive to be wrong with our lives. Understand this; if you get suckered into an argument with your critics you have given away the control of your lives to the enemy! If you allow another person to frame the perimeters of the debate, you have given them the victory at the outset. The quickest way to end a tug-of-war is to abruptly let go of the rope! You do not ever have to debate that which is proven by experience.
If you manifest that you too have been with Jesus (vs. 13b) by exhibiting the transformation of the power of God in your life, you have already won the debate by the life that you live. Neither Peter nor John was a particularly credentialed man of prestige, prominence, and position; nevertheless, they were bold, courageous, and confident! Peter and John were no longer intimidated by the religious leaders. They were not cowered by their religious jargon or their popular positions. For, you see, once you have met Christ, once you have known Him intimately, religious pretenders are no longer impressive or intimidating. Furthermore, with the lame man from birth, standing strong in body and testimony at their side, what could the religious elites do or say? Could they dare to say, “He never really was lame; he only merely pretended day in and day out all these years?” Would they risk raising the ire of all the people who now by the thousands were coming to believe in Christ (Acts 4:4)? No, my friend, stand fast in the freedom with which Christ has made you free and the rest of the world will be left with no alternative but to acknowledge that Christ has made an indelible difference in your life! Do not enter into the world’s foolish arguments; live out your faith with open confidence. Before long it will become obvious, only a fool argues with manifest evidence!
A Second Thought
Let Christ so change you that the world is left with no recourse but to acknowledge it.
A Second Step

“LORD, make the areas of my former weakness the proof of your present strength. Change me in such a way that no one can debate you are alive in me.”
A Second Mile
Your weaknesses surrendered to His strength will always rebound to His glory!
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