“How Do You View Your Religion?”
51 
"You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! 


You are just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 

52 
Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute? 


They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. 

And now you have betrayed and murdered him— 

53 

you who have received the law that was put into effect through angels 



but have not obeyed it." 
(Selected Passage: Acts 7:51-53, NIV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE, May 2: Jdg. 15:1-16:31; Jn. 2:1-25; Psa. 103:1-22; Prov. 14:17-19)
A Second Look

Even as the titled question is presented above, I can just imagine many taking exception with the very way the question is framed. Some may react with exception declaring, “I do not consider my faith a religion. I have a personal relationship with Christ.” Such is the verbal jargon we are accustomed to using; nevertheless, such a response does not even deal with the heart of the matter. Regardless of the verbiage we choose to us, the essential question remains the same, “How do you view (understand) your religion – your relationship with God?” In other words, “What do you understand the purpose of God’s revelation of Himself to us to be?”
Most Christians, particularly those of us reared in a Western culture, understand God’s revelation of Himself to us to be for the purpose of imparting to us a better, fuller, or more meaningful life. To be sure to become a Christian is to come to experience life in a fuller and more meaningful way. Yes, we have a much greater chance at abundance as we live by the principles and promises of God. However, we still need to look deeper. Does God exist to make our lives better or do we exist to serve, honor, and obey God? As Stephen testified before the Sanhedrin, he answered their question in a way far beyond what many of us might say. As he explained Abraham’s relationship with God (vs. 2-7), he portrayed Abraham existing for the purpose of obeying God. As he passed the covenant on through Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, they too were to be the servants of God (vs. 8-19). As merciful deliverance was given to the children of Israel by the ministry of Moses (vs. 20-43), once again man existed solely for the purpose of carrying out God’s will on earth. Joshua (vs. 44-50) continued to convey the revelation of God to the people of God as they claimed the land of promise. However, from generation to generation, man stubbornly resisted God’s call to obey, serve, and honor God. Today, we interpret the Christian message to be God’s way of making our lives better. We have anthropocentric thinking – man-centered thinking!
As long as we approach our Christian faith thinking, “What am I going to get out of this?; How is God going to make my life more enjoyable?”; we are going to miss our real purpose in life. God is not here for us (although, His every action has been for our good), we are here for Him. When we quit assuming we are the center of our own universe, when our lives begin to revolve around knowing, loving, serving, and obeying God, we will find a depth of meaning to life we never previously knew!
A Second Thought
Quit thinking, “God when are you going to help me?” Start enquiring, “LORD, how can I serve you today?” An entirely new quality of life will be birthed within you.
A Second Step

“LORD, set me free from constantly thinking about me.”
A Second Mile
Give your life away for the LORD and you will find the abundance of God at your doorstep!
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