“Real Revival”
1
At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; 


and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, 



except the apostles. 
2 
And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 

3 
As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, 


and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison. 

4 
Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word. 
5 
Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. 
6 
And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, 


hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 
7 
For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; 


and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed. 
8 
And there was great joy in that city.
(Selected Passage: Acts 8:1-8, NKJV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE, May 3: Jdg. 17:1-18:31; Jn. 3:1-21; Psa. 104:1-23; Prov. 14:20-21)
A Second Look

From whence does real revival come? Some, living only in the context of their own experience or expectations, think real revival is the result of the powerful preaching of an itinerant traveling evangelist. Some shout, “We need a real revival!” While no heartcry could be closer to the heart of God than the call for revival, the tragic truth is, many believers do not understand real revival. Real revival is not a product pulled from an evangelist’s bag of tricks. Real revival is the work of the Spirit of God stirring in the hearts of radically saved regular lay men and women ready to be tools in the hands of God. Carefully study the wording of Acts 8:1-4.
Stephen was the prototype deacon! He was hot-hearted to share the gospel of Christ with lost men and women. Read back through the message of his testimony in Acts 7. The only business of the church he was taking care of was the business of evangelism. Furthermore, as persecution ramped up with the expansion of first century Christianity, and as believers were driven farther and farther away from Jerusalem by Jewish and Roman persecution, these early believers could not be silent about sharing the love of Christ with others.
Persecution increased. The church was scattered. Heroes of the faith were martyred. Nevertheless, common Christians had an uncommon passion to share their witness and testimony everywhere they went. Herein is the key to real revival: When common Christians have an uncommon commitment to share the love of Christ with others, not even the gates of hell can hold revival back (Mt. 16:18). If you want real revival, get real serious about sharing Christ with others.
A Second Thought
Live each day looking for a chance to share your testimony with a lost friend.
A Second Step

“LORD, make me your witness today.”
A Second Mile
What has Christ done in your life that you can share with someone today?
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