“No Reason to Argue”
27 
John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven.

28 
Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him.

29 
He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: 



but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, 



rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.

30 
He must increase, but I must decrease.

31 
He that cometh from above is above all: 



he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: 



he that cometh from heaven is above all.

(Selected Passage: John 3:27-31, KJV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for May 4: Judges 19: 1-20:48; John 3:22-4:3; Psa. 104:24-35; Prov. 14:22-24)
A Second Look

Pride and grasping for preeminence and power has led to many arguments. This was the case in the days of John the Baptist and Jesus (vs. 25). When we try to impose religious beliefs, arguments are sure to follow. When we share the goodness and grace of Christ with others, we gain a much more willing hearing.
Some of John’s followers mistakenly thought John would be offended that so many were beginning to turn to Jesus, nothing could be further from the truth. John understood the crowds gathering around Christ were the results of the will of God (vs. 27). He also understood the growing attention given to Christ did not diminish John’s significance one iota. He understood his role was as one to prepare people to meet Jesus (vs. 28). He saw his position as one of unique privilege as the best man in the marriage of Christ to His Bride – those receiving Christ as Lord and Savior (vs. 29). John understood that his significance and fulfillment in life would increase in direct proportion to his willingness to decrease as the focus of attention (vs. 30). He realized that Jesus was the only one who would ever bring a direct and perfect revelation of heavenly – eternal – truth because Jesus was divine and having come directly from heaven (vs. 31).
John revealed to us many of the critical keys to a joyous, fruitful, and effective life.
· Relationship with Christ unites; religion divides.
· Our worth rises in proportion to our service to Christ.

· When Christ is enthroned pride is dethroned.

· Jesus is no mere prophet; He is God having come as a man.
A Second Thought
As we yield to Christ and serve others, we find real purpose and peace in life.
A Second Step

“LORD, help me today be so captivated by you that I lose thought of myself.”
A Second Mile
Today, take I, me, my and mine out of your thoughts and out of your conversation. J-O-Y is Jesus first, Others second, and Yourself last!
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