“Light in the Darkness”
19 So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them, and the women exclaimed, "Can this be Naomi?" 

20 "Don't call me Naomi," she told them. "Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made my life very bitter. 21 I went away full, but the LORD has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The LORD has afflicted me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me." 

22 So Naomi returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning. 
(Selected Passage: Ruth 1:19-22, NIV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for May 5: Judges 21: 1-Ruth 1:22; John 4:4-42; Psa. 105:1-15; Prov. 14:25)
A Second Look

It has been said, “The night is always darkest just before the dawn.” This statement certainly captures the opening message of Ruth. This incredible story of love is presented in the darkest hours of the judges as Israel has time after time, and time again, turned away from the Lord to satisfy only themselves (Judges 17:6; 21:25) bringing heartbreak to the entire nation of Israel. Sin never touches only one life!
The story of Ruth is told somewhat like a four act play with each chapter being an act. Act 1: Tears. Act 2: Toil. Act 3: Trust. Act 4: Triumph. As is the case with Naomi and Ruth, so is the case in life, only when one is faithful to God during life’s hard times does he or she arrive in the joy and reward of victory.
Here is the Cliff Notes version of the story. A husband and wife, Elimelech and Naomi leave Bethlehem because of a great famine and move to the formerly hostile nation of Moab east of the Dead Sea to survive taking their two sons Mahlon and Kilion. While they are there, the son takes wives Orpah and Ruth. Over time Naomi experiences the death of her husband and both sons and in desperation decides to return to her homeland. Ruth has been so influenced by the faith and love of Naomi that in a very moving testimony of love she refuses to leave Naomi even if it means she has to leave her own homeland (vs. 16-19). Because of the overwhelming heartbreak and tragedy that Naomi has experienced she changes her name to Mara – BITTERNESS! The last line of chapter one is that they arrive back in Bethlehem during the busy and lavish season of the Barley harvest. On one hand, surely it seems likely no one will have time for this aged widow and her unwanted alien daughter-in-law. On the other hand life is full of bounty and blessing on the lives of others as they look around. But, this is the season when God does His greatest work.
A Second Thought
God will make a way, when there seems to be no way!
A Second Step

“LORD, help me hold on to you when all else slips through my hands.”
A Second Mile
Memorize the words – Tears, Toil, Trust, Triumph – this is the way through hard times.
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