“Open Doors”
28 
Then he said to them, 


"You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man 



to keep company with or go to one of another nation. 


But God has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean. 

29 
Therefore I came without objection as soon as I was sent for. 

I ask, then, for what reason have you sent for me?" 
(Selected Passage: Acts 10:28-29, NKJV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE, May 6: Ruth. 2:1-4:22; Jn. 4:43-54; Psa. 105:16-36; Prov. 14:26-27)
A Second Look

Peter was indelibly impacted by the words which Jesus spoke to him in Matthew 16:19 “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Understanding his call to give the gospel to the world, Peter used “the keys of the kingdom” to open the door of faith to the Jews (Acts 2), the Samaritans (Acts 8:14ff), and now completed his ministry bringing the message of grace to the Gentiles. What are the key lessons embedded in this passage of Scripture.
When God wants to do a great work He (1) calls a man of God, (2) empowers him with the Holy Spirit, and (3) enables him to preach the message of God. However, we must never lose sight of the fact that God is the one who convicts, calls, claims, and cleanses any man or woman who comes to faith. Acts 10:1-8 makes clear that the Spirit of God prepared Cornelius for this dynamic divine appointment. Furthermore, God never begins a work which He does not complete. The Spirit also prepared Peter for this special moment in ministry (Acts 10:9-22). However, God still calls us to respond to His plan and purpose with faith and obedience. Although God can do His will entirely without the assistance of man, He chooses to use us in His redemptive plan. As we answer God’s call with faith and obedience (Acts 10:23-33), we become a part of God’s glorious work of salvation.
Throughout this day, meditate on this truth; God – the one who spoke the stars of the universe into existence – wants to use you in His plan of salvation! What an honor! What a glorious privilege! God invites us into partnership and ministry with Him! The one who died upon the cross and rose by His own power from the grave chooses to make His indelible act of salvation in the life of a friend or family member by using you as the tool of His touch! WOW!
A Second Thought
You hold in your hands the keys to the kingdom; they are the message of salvation.
A Second Step

“LORD, give me the boldness to share the love of Christ with anyone, anywhere, anytime.”
A Second Mile
Live each day looking for the chance to share the love of Christ.
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