“Nothing Is Impossible”
5
Peter was therefore kept in prison, 


but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church. 
6 
And when Herod was about to bring him out, that night Peter was sleeping, 


bound with two chains between two soldiers; 



and the guards before the door were keeping the prison. 
7 
Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the prison; 


and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying, "Arise quickly!" 

And his chains fell off his hands. 
8 
Then the angel said to him, "Gird yourself and tie on your sandals"; and so he did. 
And he said to him, "Put on your garment and follow me." 
9 
So he went out and followed him, 


and did not know that what was done by the angel was real, 



but thought he was seeing a vision. 
10 
When they were past the first and the second guard posts, 


they came to the iron gate that leads to the city, 



which opened to them of its own accord; 



and they went out and went down one street, 



and immediately the angel departed from him.
(Selected Passage: Acts 12:5-10, NKJV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for May 9: 1 Sam. 5:1-7:17; Jn. 6:1-21; Psa. 106:13-31; Prov. 14:32-33)
A Second Look

Herod held all the cards, or so he thought. Herod Agrippa was the grandson of Herod the Great. The Herods were Edomites, descendants of Esau. It seems as if Esau is persecuting Jacob all over again for James is merely another form of the name Jacob. James was the first of the apostles slain and his brother John would later endure great suffering (Rev. 1:9). Herein we learn a key lesson, when Satan wants to attack the work of God, he will often do so by raising his hand against God’s leading servants. In reality, God has the final word on the outcome of all events. Woven into the tapestry of Peter’s incarceration is a vital lesson for all believers today: NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD!
Although Herod had already seen to it that James was executed, to the echoing applauses of the Jews, and although he had further determined to have Peter executed at the next opportune moment, it is not over until God says it is over!
Look at the insurmountable odds which seemed to surround Peter. Herod had assigned four relays of four guards each to secure Peter. He was chained with two chains, between two guards, past two secured gates. Is it not amazing how one with such power was so afraid of the message Peter preached. However, remember this, nothing is impossible with God! If God determined Peter was to be freed, Herod could not thwart the will of God! With a patient and unperturbed angel, Peter was given time to tie on his sandals, Peter was delivered from Herod’s dungeon. Today, what are you facing that seems impossible? In what way do the odds seem completely stacked against you? Carry your concern to the Lord. Trust His resolution and remedy of your need.
A Second Thought
God will make a way, when there seems to be no way!
A Second Step

“LORD, help me find hope in you when all other hope slips through my hands.”
A Second Mile
Memorize this truth – With God, nothing is impossible.
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