“The Called”
1
Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers: 


Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, 


Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 
2 
As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, 



"Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 
3 
Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away.

(Selected Passage: Acts 13:1-3, NKJV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE, May 10: 1 Sam. 8:1-9:27; Jn. 6:22-42; Ps. 106:32-48; Prov. 14:34-35)
A Second Look

God is always moving forward, advancing His message of redemption through Christ. Jesus spoke clearly, “I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it, (Mt. 16:18, NKJV). It was then and it is now Christ’s plan to build up His church. How does Christ build up His church? He extends His message of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ to the world through the witness and ministry of those who have become a part of the family of God by trusting Christ as Savior and Lord. Furthermore, Christ calls out particular messengers, missionaries, and ministers to give human leadership within the church. Ephesians 4:11-12 teaches us, “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” All Christians are called to be witnesses (Mt. 28:19-20; Acts 1:8; and 8:4). You are called to give your faith away to others as an expression of your gratitude to Christ and submission to His command.
Acts 13 begins the third and final section of Acts focusing upon “The Period of Triumph” (Acts 13-28) during which time the gospel was preached throughout the Roman world and local churches were established as outposs of grace, hope, and love. Take time to thoughtfully notice those God called out at this time to serve as key leaders. Although Barnabas was named first and Paul was named last, the last would become first before long. Furthermore, it is highly possible Simeon named here was the same man who carried Christ’s cross (Mk. 15:21) and the father of Rufus and Alexander (Rom. 16:13). His wife (their mother) was beloved of Paul as if she was his mother. Manaen was the “foster brother” to Herod (who killed John the Baptist) and was raised as a part of a noble family. Lucius was likely one of the Cyrenians (North Africans) who heard the witness of Peter on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:10) and was converted and became a witness for Christ. In the same way today, God is working out His plan to call you and to equip you to be His messenger in our day and time. Are you willing to answer the call today?
A Second Thought
To be called to faith in Christ is to be called to minister with Christ.
A Second Step

“LORD, give me the heart to love the lost and the courage to share your grace.”
A Second Mile
By actions, attitudes, and words, you are to be Christ’s witness today.
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