“A Fearless Faith”
21
And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, 



they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, 

22 

strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, 


and saying, "We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God." 

23 
So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, 



they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.
(Selected Passage: Acts 14:21-23 NKJV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for May 11: 1 Sam. 10:1-11:15; Jn. 6:43-71; Ps. 107:1-43; Prov. 15:1-3)
A Second Look

Will you dare to ask two important questions? “What do we expect of our spiritual leaders? What do we expect of ourselves?” As we meditate upon Acts 14, we are quick to realize that Paul and his missionary associates expected all true believers to give much more than mere verbal assent to the testimony of Christ. Believers were called to embody a fearless faith.  In every church, spiritual leaders were set aside to set the example and to build others up.
Did you notice (vs. 21) that the apostles returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch? More importantly, did you notice the challenges they previously faced in these same cities at the time of their last visit? Acts 13:45 spoke of the Jews in Antioch being “filled with envy; and contradicting and blaspheming, they opposed the things spoken by Paul.” In Iconium, “The unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brethren” (Acts 14:2). The Jew from Antioch and Iconium even followed Paul and Barnabas to Lystra and made “a violent attempt… to abuse and stone them” (Acts 14:5). Nevertheless, as they continued on to “Derbe, and cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding region, they preached the gospel there” (Acts 14:6). In contemporary Christianity we often wonder, “God when will you pour out your power of revival and spiritual awakening upon us?” However, we refuse to be bold and consistent witnesses for Christ. Did you notice that as Paul returned to the very cities that threatened to kill him, even stoning him and leaving him for dead on one occasion, to build up the believers and to strengthen the churches by placing spiritual leaders before them to set the example? When we expect of our leaders and of ourselves boldness in witness, we will see the power of God move among us!
A Second Thought
Mature faith gives rise to a bold witness.
A Second Step

“LORD, today, help me keep my main business as my main business.”
A Second Mile
When was the last time you shared your witness for Christ with someone around you?
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