“He Is Ready!”
18
"Known to God from eternity are all His works.

(Selected Passage: Acts 15:18, NKJV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for May 12: 1 Sam. 12:1-13:22; Jn. 7:1-29; Ps. 108:1-13; Prov. 15:4)
A Second Look

Acts 15 is one of the high-water marks in Christian history as the question “What does it take to be saved?” was brought before the leaders of the church in Jerusalem. In the context of certain Jewish legalists insisting that those turning to Christ under Paul’s ministry must first be circumcised and obey the Jewish law to be saved, this conference in Jerusalem took place. As they discussed, they discovered, God is ready for all things!
The way one answers this critical question about salvation above has everything to do with whether or not true salvation occurs. If anything at all is added to faith in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the door of salvation is closed. If one says “faith + baptism” or “faith + good works” or “faith + a particular religious ceremony” or “faith + membership in a certain church,” then one declares, “Faith in Christ is not enough!”
Imagine I buy you a top of the line new car – a BMW 7-Series – valued at over $100,000.00. However, in response you say, “No, I cannot let you do that on your own. I insist that I help pay for it.” So fumbling through your pocket, you come up with 83 cents (note: even as I write cents are so insignificant, I cannot find the “cents mark” on the keyboard). Proudly you present me with three quarters and eight pennies and declare, “I must do my part!” What does your contribution become to me? At best, your money is a joke. At worst, your insistence of giving a hand less than full of change is an insult which robs me of the joy of sharing a valuable gift. Likewise, concluding we can add anything to the finished work of Christ to purchase our salvation is an insult to the sacrifice of God concluding the price Christ paid is insufficient to win our redemption.
However, buried in the declaration that salvation is completly paid for by the shed blood of Christ is the remarkable statement noted above (Acts 15:18). “Known to God from eternity are all His works.” From before the dawn of time, God knew man would sin. God new He would have to be the sole-provider of a plan of salvation which could not be dependent upon man in any way to affect man’s being saved. God knew that His initial declaration of the law would become a source of stumbling for sinful man. He knew the Jews would deny Jesus as the Messiah. He knew the Gentiles would then respond to the message of grace. And God knew that in the still-to-come future the Jews would only come to believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah after a season of severe tribulation. God knows tomorrow as if it was yesterday!
If God knows the unseen future as if it was the unclouded past, then it is no stretch to believe that He has already made provision for all that is yet to come. No matter what suddenly leaps on you as if out of nowhere, God is prepared for that which you face. Come to Him. Trust Him. Rest in His provision for your protection; He is ready for it all!
A Second Thought
You need never fear any battle when following an all-knowing almighty God.
A Second Step

“LORD, help me rest completely in your perfect love, your  perfect knowledge, and your perfect power.”
A Second Mile
When facing a severe challenge remember: Praise-Pray-Trust-Obey. Praise-Pray-Trust-Obey. Praise-Pray-Trust-Obey. Learn this pattern.
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