“Perspective”
9 
Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, 
"Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent;  

10 


for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; 
for I have many people in this city."  
11 
And he continued there a year and six months, 

teaching the word of God among them. 
(Selected Passage: Acts 18:9-11, NKJV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for May 17: 1 Sam. 20:1-21:15; Jn. 9:1-41; Ps. 113:1-114:8; Prov. 15:15-17)
A Second Look

In many ways perspective determines perception. Where we are at any given moment determines what we see in a situation; what we see in that situation significantly impacts how we feel about what we see. In reading Acts 18, we are introduced to Paul as he initiated and conducted his ministry in Corinth. If anything could be said about Corinth, one would have to acknowledge it to be a pagan and profligate city. We might compare Corinth with our modern-day view of the New Orleans French Quarter at some time after midnight. Immorality was rampant. Surely Paul had much opportunity to experience rejection and opposition. However, we would do well to remember that those who did Paul the greatest injustice were the falsely religious from Jerusalem. Watching Paul go about his ministry in an inhospitable environment gives us a chance to reflect on our own perspective on our harsh circumstances of life.
What was God’s message to Paul (vs. 9-10) in that day and what is God’s message to us today? “DO NOT BE AFRAID FOR I AM WITH YOU!” No Matter where you are today, no matter what you are facing at the moment, and no matter what is on the docket for you later today which you can scarcely know or prepare for, God can handle it. Herein is the key to courage and confidence: Position your heart and mind in such a way that you can keep the Lord in the center of your perspective of life. If you will walk with Him in faith and obedience, He will always be with you. Therefore you can be delivered from fear of that which, while it may be beyond your ability to handle, it is never beyond God’s ability to handle.
Take heart. God has many of His people in every situation in life. Learn to look for and listen for the evidence of those walking in faith in Christ. As you find them, as you sense His Spirit controlling their spirit, as you observe their character and faithfulness, step toward them for you will find encouragement with them. Learn to navigate through a pagan world or a worldly work setting by walking with those who walk with Him. Paul stayed in pagan Corinth making a radical difference for a year and a half because He learned how to live with God’s perspective on life. Whose perspective are you focused on today?
A Second Thought
The Lord is on top of those things that seem to be on top of you!
A Second Step

“LORD, fix my eyes, ears, and heart on you, your people, and your way.”
A Second Mile
Just as your pulse reveals much about the health of your heart, your perspective on live reveals much about the health of your relationship with the Lord. Based upon your perspective on life, what can you learn about your spiritual health and focus?
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