“Going the Distance”
1
After the uproar had ceased, 


Paul called the disciples to himself, embraced them, and departed to go to Macedonia. 
2 
Now when he had gone over that region and encouraged them with many words, 


he came to Greece  
3 


and stayed three months. 

And when the Jews plotted against him as he was about to sail to Syria, 


he decided to return through Macedonia. 
4 
And Sopater of Berea accompanied him to Asia — 


also Aristarchus and Secundus of the Thessalonians, and Gaius of Derbe, 



and Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia. 
5 
These men, going ahead, waited for us at Troas.
(Selected Passage: Acts 20:1-5, NKJV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for May 19: 1 Samuel 24:1-25:44; John 10:22-42; Psa. 116:1-19; Prov. 15:20-21)
A Second Look

Our dear and beloved brother in Christ, Brad Booth, battles his way valiantly through the daily minefield of cancer treatment. Countless others such as Tom Mons, Norm Breland, Sammy Wilkinson, Melvin Wilkinson (and more and more and more fighting through other challenging fights) are in the trenches also. You may quip, “Pastor, naming names is dangerous territory for a pastor, is it not?” Well, look above. It did not seem to be too dangerous for Paul. In fact, quite the opposite seemed to be true. Paul set an example for us that going the distance often involved walking part of the journey in partnership with quite a wide array of brothers and sisters in Christ. Beginning at about this point in Acts, Paul’s days are going to become increasingly more threatened with each new dawn! Paul is on the cusp of being placed under arrest based on the pretentious charges of high treason against the state. He will go from incarceration in one prison to a sham of a trial, to terrors at sea, to poisonous snake bite, to house arrest in Rome, to being cast into a dungeon in Rome and to execution as a martyr for Christ. He will endure it all with a glad heart because of the frequent visitations of God coming to him through other followers of Christ. Here is the point: You are always better able to go the distance when accompanied by beloved brothers and sisters in Christ!
Is your journey a trial by fire (Isa. 43:1-3)? Are these days tempestuous? Is the battle your are facing fierce? Then, surround yourself with men and women of God. Our faith burns brightest when cast into the flaming ordeals of life with other passionate believers. The names mentioned above are not merely spiritual remoras! These are men who weep with Paul, rejoice with Paul, and pray for Paul. You need a quiver full of such flaming brothers and sisters in Christ. Walk in partnership and you will walk in the presence of Christ!
A Second Thought
No child of God ever truly walks alone. 
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes to your presence in your people around me.”
A Second Mile
Into and out of each day and each burden, God will bring you a refreshing friend.
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