“Flattery”
1 
And after five days Ananias the high priest descended with the elders, 


and with a certain orator named Tertullus, who informed the governor against Paul.

2 
And when he was called forth, 


Tertullus began to accuse him (Paul), saying, 



“Seeing that by thee we enjoy great quietness, 




and that very worthy deeds are done unto this nation by thy providence,

3 



We accept it always, and in all places, most noble Felix, 





with all thankfulness.”
(Selected Passage: Acts, KJV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for May 24: 2 Samuel 4:1-6:23; John 13:31-14:14; Psa. 119:17-32; Prov. 15:31-32)
A Second Look

If there was ever a snake in the grass, it was Tertullus. He was an absolutely eloquent, golden-tongued, glib liar and lawyer. Although I am not trying to equate all liars and lawyers as some may be prone to do, it was certainly the case with Tertullus. He wove religion and politics together as if they were conjoined twins. He accused Paul of treason against the Roman Empire by stirring riots among the Jews, introducing new gods to the people – by proclaiming Christ as Lord – which was an offence against the state-religion of worshipping Caesar as a god, and that he interfered with the Jews’ freedom of religion to worship God in the Temple in Jerusalem. But, before he raised his voice to foist one charge upon Paul, he began by offering grandiose praise of the Roman Governor, Felix (vs. 2b-3). He ladled it on hot and thick!
Tertullus was a hired character assassin and his target was Paul. In order to sink his dagger deep into Paul’s heart, he began by trying to sink his talons into the ego of Felix. Praising Felix for his strong law-enforcement plank in his political platform, he then moved to extol the worthiness of his character and conduct and concluded by declaring that he was hailed as nothing less than a hero among all the Jews! Did you get that? The Jewish religious leaders called the Roman Governor Felix a hero! Watch out my friends when someone kisses you vigorously on both cheeks; it is his hands behind your back that you need to be watching! I have learned that when someone seasons every sentence with “Doctor” or “Reverend” that I need to be most careful for the other shoe is about to fall. What does the Old Testament tell us about the flatterer? “For the lips of an adulteress drip honey, and her speech is smoother than oil; but in the end she is bitter as gall, sharp as a double-edged sword. Her feet go down to death; her steps lead straight to the grave” (Prov. 5:3-5). “Many curry favor with a ruler, and everyone is the friend of a man who gives gifts” (Prov. 19:6). “A lying tongue hates those it hurts, and a flattering mouth works ruin” (Prov. 26:28).
A Second Thought
Praise too quickly given can be even more suddenly withdrawn.
A Second Step

“LORD, teach me how to seek to please only you.”
A Second Mile
Let the pleasure of God, not the praise of man, be your yardstick in life. 
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