“Decision-Making”
9 
Much time had been lost, 


and sailing had already become dangerous because by now it was after the Fast. 
So Paul warned them, 
10 
"Men, I can see that our voyage is going to be disastrous 


and bring great loss to ship and cargo, and to our own lives also." 

11 
But the centurion, instead of listening to what Paul said, 


followed the advice of the pilot and of the owner of the ship. 
12 
Since the harbor was unsuitable to winter in, 


the majority decided that we should sail on, 



hoping to reach Phoenix and winter there. 

This was a harbor in Crete, facing both southwest and northwest.
(Selected Passage: Acts 27:9-12, NIV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for May 27: 2 Sam. 12:1-31; John 16:1-33; Psa. 119:65-80; Prov. 16:4-5)
A Second Look

Decision-making does not sound very spiritual does it? Can you imagine a barn-burning revival with scores saved and hundreds transformed by a week of messages on learning the skill of obedient decision-making?  No, I did not think you would drop the TV remote to grab your Bible and rush out the door! The problem with life is that many of us do not know how to build a bridge between the practical and the spiritual aspects of life. Paul gave wise and godly counsel but sadly found no one ready to receive it. When God is excluded from our methods of decision-making a shipwreck also awaits us.
Paul should have been respected when speaking of shipwrecks; he had already been through three (2 Cor. 11:25). Tragically, a fourth shipwreck was just beyond the horizon for Paul, and catastrophic economic loss and great risk of life was ahead for all on the ship which was to transport Paul was to Rome (note vs. 9b-10). Why would the centurion not accept, respect, and obey the gracious counsel of God?

· IMPATIENCE. The ship owner, captain, and passengers were in quite a rush feeling too much time had already been lost (vs. 9a, “much time had been lost”). Be careful you do not let the feeling of impatience run you into a bad relationship or decision.
· EXPERT ADVICE. The centurion listened to the ship’s captain and the ship’s owner. Following expert advice rather than the revelation of God often reveals misplaced faith.
· DISCOMFORT. Feeling quickly get us into trouble when followed rather than faith. “Since the harbor was not suitable for winter,” (vs. 12a) they decided to seek something more suitable to their wants and desires.
· MAJORITY RULE.
Yes, even the majority can be wrong, when ignoring the Word of God is their choice. Paul was out-voted. I remember once being outvoted 28 to 1 (guess who the one was) about when to return from a mission trip. “Everybody thinks so,” does not supplant the will of God!
· CIRCUMSTANCES. Few things get us into trouble quicker than following favorable circumstances. The fact that the “south wind blew softly” (vs. 13a) matters little.
A Second Thought
Step one in decision-making is always to surrender your will to the will of God. Until your surrender your will (Prov. 3:5-6; Rom. 12:1-2), you will never know God’s will!
A Second Step

“LORD, I relinquish the throne of my life to your Lordship. Teach me to sincerely pray, ‘May Thy will be done on earth – even in my life – as it is in Heaven.’”
A Second Mile
The will of man is a very narrow throne; it can only be occupied by one at a time. If you are in charge, He is not. If He is in charge, you are not! Who is in charge?
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