“The Gift”
1
I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 
beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 
2 


with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, 
bearing with one another in love, 
3 



endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
4 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
6 

one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.
(Selected Passage: Eph 4:1-6, NKJV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for June 1: 2 Samuel 19:11-20:13; John 21:1-25; Psa.120:1-7; Prov. 16:16-17)
A Second Look

Parker and Ashley Jenkins have made their way home from medical school in Grenada with a number of serious changes on the horizon. Ashley will be making her way to the New York City – New Jersey area near the end of the summer and Parker will be returning to Grenada for a year and a half in preparation to follow his wife forward in training in NYC. So, what does all of this have to do with a Christian’s daily devotion? Well, to be sure we can pray for their great achievement and success so as to minister to others in the future, but there is yet something we can do right now. Sunday, after the morning service, Parker pulled me aside to encourage me in the writing of these daily devotions. Occasionally, Parker, Ashley, and I have used emails to stay in touch as they move through this part of their journey of faith. However, as Parker spoke, I found myself strengthened in the Lord and my desire to build up the body of Christ through the devotions I share with you was greatly increased. His encouragement was a gift to me!
As Paul opens the second half of Ephesians, he exhorts all believers (remember, Ephesians was a circular letter designed to be passed on from one church to another and then to another) to walk (to live in daily conduct) in unity with one another because this pleases and glorifies Christ. As my grandchildren are in my home, I often (daily) exhort my daughters to look for something to see and celebrate about their children. Now listen, DISCIPLINE IS NOT JUST CONFRONTING THE WRONG ONE DOES! In Scripture the word “discipline” carries with it the idea of “education.” If you will work on celebrating the good, you will have less opportunities to confront the wrong; furthermore, you will be in a stronger position to influence that which needs to be corrected.
So, now, within the Body of Christ, what can you do to see and celebrate the good? Do you not realize that some people have well earned a reputation for being complainers? They do not even realize that they are not influencing a positive outcome; they are only inviting avoidance on the part of others. I pastored a lady in central Texas that was always unhappy about something. Whenever I saw her coming I knew she was going to say something about this or that which she did not like. I determined I would never again ask her, “How are you doing?” Such a question only invited her complaints. So, here she was dead ahead in my tracks down the one central hallway of the small country church-house. I had no path of retreat. As she approached, I greeted her, “Hello, Mrs. Bell E. Achin (of course that was not her name, but I am not going to give you that), how are your chickens?” Remember, she lived on a farm. Not to be painted into a corner, she said, “Oh, Bro. Terry, my chickens are about like me; they are….” And from there you can imagine the conversation went down, down, down! Do you realize you have the ability to give away the gift of encouragement today? Find something good you can sincerely affirm as you move in and out of each conversation throughout the day. Your gift will bring harmony, build unity, honor Christ, strengthen the church, and invite many witnessing opportunities. I hope you are not a part of the family tree of Mrs. Bell E. Achin.
A Second Thought
Anyone can tear up. It takes someone really special to build up!
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes to that which I can praise and affirm while still being true to you. Protect my shallow, insincere, and sinful flattery. Open my eyes to the good around me.” 
A Second Mile
Memorize Philippians 4:8-9. “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy — meditate on these things. The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.”
    Terry Booth
