“A New View of Life”
1 
Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;

2 
And walk in love, 



as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us 




an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

3 
But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, 


let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints;

4 
Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, 


which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.
(Selected Passage: Eph 5:1-4, NIV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for June 3: 2 Samuel 20:14-22:20; Acts 1:1-26; Psa.121:1-8; Prov. 16:18)
A Second Look

Those given the opportunity to listen as I teach or to study alongside me are likely to have heard me say, “Chew on each word as if chewing on a

 stalk of sugarcane.” For me, it is as if words are alive. Privately, I often find enjoyment simply speaking words, enunciating them as with different tones and sounds for it is then I find that words come to life!
Paul’s exhortation, “Be ye followers of God as little children,” pivots on the one word “therefore” in much the same way a door swings on a hinge. The “therefore” attaches this exhortation to all the commands to embrace Christ-like characteristics as they are represented in Ephesians 4. His words, “as little children” (Eph. 5:1) depicts the motive of the believers heart as he or she responds to the LORD with the sweet, precious, and tender affection a toddler has for a mother or a father, or the bright and bold confidence an elementary school-age sibling has for that same parent. The tenderness of love causes the toddler to rush to the parent face aglow, arms outstretched, and little hands cupped upward grasping and releasing. The passion of confidence for the elementary-aged child causes him or her to say with confidence, “My dad is bigger, stronger, and faster than your dad!” “My mom is prettier than your mom!” Our LORD wants the central motivation of all that we do to be our expression of love and devotion to Him.
Once again, Paul, using words in a most artful and articulate way, lists all manner of fleshly sins with which we all grapple. Abruptly he declares that these sins are not “convenient.” He does not speak of ease of accessibility. He reveals that these sins are not productive, beneficial, or constructive. He explains that these actions will never contribute to our lives what was first promised, envisioned, or imagined. Sin is a dead-end street; although it may be well-paved and carefully groomed, it will never take you anywhere you would ever really want to go!
A Second Thought
Until we see life through the lens of scriptural truth, we will never move in the right direction.
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes to the life you have designed for me.” 
A Second Mile

Are you living today with the affection of a toddler directed toward your Savior?
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