“The Whole Story”
1
Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, 


separated to the gospel of God  

2 

which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, 
3 


concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 




who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, 
4 



and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, 





by the resurrection from the dead. 
5 
Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith 


among all nations for His name, 
6 

among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; 

7 
To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints:


Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
(Selected Passage: Rom 1:1-7, NKJV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for June 3: 1 Kgs.1:1-53; Acts 4:1-37; Psa.124:1-8; Prov. 16:24)
A Second Look

As an epistle, as a letter, as a N.T. book, Romans tells the whole story of the gospel better than all the rest. Although Romans is in no way better than the rest of the books of the Bible, it is the best in telling the whole story of the origin, meaning, and impact of the gospel. By studying Romans, you can and will walk away with a much deeper and more abiding understanding of the radical impact of the gospel in your own life. Your heart will both soar with joy and stand in utter awe and amazement.
Why all the underlining? I often hope you will lift each phrase or word to the forefront of your mind and meditate upon what that phrase or word means. Absorbing more deeply what it says to you is the key to sapping new-found strength from the Word for this day. Let me prompt you with four questions which you can use to digest the verses above:
· How does Paul view himself (vs. 1)?

· How does Paul interpret, understand, and view the gospel (vs. 2-4)?

· What impact or affect does his teaching the gospel have on all believers (vs. 5-7)?

· How do these truths affect you today; what can you do with them (vs. 1-7)?

Using questions to sift Scripture over your heart and mind stirs new growth and joy.
A Second Thought
Use Scripture as seasoning in which you marinate your soul.
A Second Step

“LORD, please cause the gospel of grace to be evident in all interactions today.”
A Second Mile
How can the truths of the gospel (1) make you different today?  (2) Portray hope to others? (3) Open doors of ministry to others throughout the day?  
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