“Grace Greater Than Our Sin”
1 
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 
2 
By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 
3 
Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 


were baptized into his death? 
4 
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, 


just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, 




we too may live a new life.
(Selected Passage: Rom 6:1-4, NIV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for June 13: 1 Kings 11:1-12:19; Acts 9:1-25; Psa.131:1-3; Prov. 17:4-5)
A Second Look

Romans is the most complete explanation of God’s plan of salvation in all of the Bible. Therefore, in meditating upon this radical revelation of salvation, we will be greatly helped by seeing how the message of salvation is explained. First, Paul explained the truth about sin revealing our need for salvation (Rom. 1:18-3:20). Second, Paul revealed God’s message of salvation by means of justification by grace (Rom. 3:21-5:21). Third, sanctification taught how God actually imparted righteousness to believers by transforming a believer’s position in relationship to God and the world through the Holy Spirit (Rom. 6-8). Fourth, God’s sovereignty is revealed through His past, present, and future plan for Israel (Rom. 9-11). Fifth, Paul taught believers how they were to practice lives of righteous consecration to the Lord (Rom. 12-15). The final chapter of the epistle to the Romans (ch. 16) was Paul’s personal conclusion to his letter to the Roman Christians. Since God’s grace is always greater than our sin (Rom. 5), Paul used logic to the point of absurdity to emphasize the believers’ need for faith and faithful submission to the Lord. His reason, “If God’s grace is greater than our sin, should believers then willfully sin more and more so that grace might more and more abound?”
“God forbid!” This is the strongest possible negative statement to be found in the Greek New Testament (Gr.: mee genoito). Those unfamiliar with the Greek language will not feel the bite and sting of these words, but those with the most elementary understanding of Greek will be shocked and staggered by the force of these words. “No! There must not be so much as a solitary thought that grace is made more visible by multiplying sin. Paul explained that the very act of baptism – the symbol of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, and the symbol of laying down the old fleshly way of life and taking up the new Spirit-filled way of life in Christ – leaves no place for tolerance toward willful sin and intentional rebellion. It is unthinkable to use grace to justify multiplying sin!
A Second Thought
A true understanding of God’s grace will always stimulate grateful obedience.
A Second Step

“LORD, purge my heart of all of the old ways of the flesh.” 
A Second Mile
Do not dare to think, “Well, sin is alright; I am forgiven anyway!”
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