“BIG Buts…”
5 
For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; 


BUT




they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

6 
For to be carnally minded is death; 


BUT




to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

7 
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: 


for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.
(Selected Passage: Romans 8:5-7, KJV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE, June 15: 1 Kgs. 15:25-17:24; Acts 10:23-48; Ps.134:1-3; Prov. 17:9-11)
A Second Look

I know some of you are just about to swallow your dentures. Others are shouting in gleeful celebration, “Run! Come look, Ethyl. We finally have a good reason to fire the parson and it’s in print to boot.” Yes, Ethyl may be so shocked with the title of this devotion that she is ready to fire off a surreptitious and stealthy letter. She can feel the spirit flowing (notice the lower case “s” on spirit). You know what Ethyl has in mind; one of those unanimous letters… or is that anonymous… or is it magnanimous… or polymorphous. “Oh shucks, don’t much matter, Jed. Load up Granny, Jethro, Ellie Mae, and the shotgun. It’s time to commence to huntin’ varmints; you know… them pesky preacher-kind of varmints that ain’t got the right flavor of religion!” Maybe now is the time for one of those special kind of secret meetin’s! You know huntin’ preachers is so hard because they lay so still doin’ next to nothin’. You might think the preacher is already dead until you squeeze him real hard; then he really starts a-floppin’ as if he was a dyin’! BUT, I digress! Look at the name of the devotion. Oh no! Before long it may be on the church sign out front (BIG BUTS) or maybe on the church’s web-page. 
Herein is the message of God: The Bible is chock-a-block full of BIG BUTS and so is the church. God wants the world to see, know, and understand the BIG BUTS of the gospel of God’s grace to all men and women. The two BIG BUTS God has placed above are just two of the 127 BIG BUTS to be found in Romans. We find sixteen BIG BUTS in Romans 8.
If you do not let God’s great grace give you the BIG BUT found here, your future will condemn you to repeat the past.
A Second Thought
Thank God for the BIG BUTS of His great grace in the Bible!
A Second Step

“LORD, you are the true source of the only worthy alternative lifestyle.” 
A Second Mile
Have you received the BIG BUT of God’s grace? 
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