“The Will of God”
1 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, 


to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — 



this is your spiritual act of worship. 
2 
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, 


but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is — 



his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
(Selected Passage: Rom 12:1-2, NIV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for June 20: 2 Kings 1:1-2:25; Acts 13:42-14:7; Psa.139:1-24; Prov. 17:19-21)
A Second Look

Few things could be more important for the believer than finding and knowing with confidence the will of God.  Paul’s message to us from Romans 12:1-2 is that we can discern and do the will of God. As verse 2 draws to a close, Paul says, “Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is.” Paul wants you to discover God’s will.
Why is it important to know with confidence what the will of God is? Knowing God’s will introduces the believer to a lifestyle that is good – profitable, productive, and constructive (vs. 2). God’s will is also described as being pleasing – satisfying, meaningful, and fulfilling (vs. 2). God’s will is perfect – fitting, complete, and fruitful. A Christian can savor a richly rewarding life which is significantly beneficial to others.
Knowing the will of God is more than an intellectual pursuit; it is knowledge which leads to practical application. Paul depicted the Christian as testing and approving God’s will thus describing the Christian’s ability to experience God’s will on a personal level. God does not merely help the Christian know about an experience that is pleasing to God but God enables the believer to actually fulfill the will of God within the context of his or her personal conduct. God wants you to be a doer of the Word.
What is necessary to know and do the will of God? First, a Christian must willing surrender his or her will to the will of God. One cannot know the will of God in order to decide whether or not to do the will of God. Willingness to obey always precedes one’s ability to know the will of God. After the matter of willingness has been settled, the Christian must then continuously renew his or her mind with the Word of God. Renewing the mind is learning to shape one’s thoughts and feelings by the truths of Scripture. As we fill our hearts and minds with God’s spiritual truths, God begins to shape our thoughts, choices, and actions by the will of God.
A Second Thought
We are not called to sit in the pew. We are called to work in the trenches!
A Second Step

“LORD, make a difference in me and make a difference through me.”
A Second Mile
Surrender to active duty service today.
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