“Many Hardships”
21 
They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples. 

Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 
22 

strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. 

"We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said. 23 
Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and 



fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. 
24 
After going through Pisidia, they came into Pamphylia, 
25 

and when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia.
(Selected Passage: Acts 14:21-25, NIV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for June 22: 2 Kings 3:1-4:17; Acts 14:8-28; Psa.140:1-13; Prov. 17:22)
A Second Look

Most of us have no idea whatsoever where Pisidia, Pamphylia, Perga, and Attalia are, but one thing we all know is that life is filled with many hardships. Paul speaks of our journey toward the Kingdom of God speaking of much more than one’s conclusive destiny of Heaven. Paul spoke of our living under the Lordship and reign of Jesus Christ. Living in the Kingdom of God refers to God’s powerful peace produced by His presence, protection, and provision. Innately we sense we can trust Scripture because God tells us the whole truth about life. He speaks to us about the power of God’s blessings upon us and the pain of life’s burdens within us. Seldom do we face one day without being assaulted by words like disease, divorce, disaster, and death. Few of us live one week without great concerns for others we love and the hardships they are facing. We continuously confront financial challenges, crises in government, and international conflict. We are constantly grappling with family matters and job problems. Indirectly, Paul teaches us that the closer we walk with the LORD, the less we fit with much that goes on in the world. So, how does a Christian stay strong in the face of opposition?
· First, build you beliefs and values on the Bible (vs. 21).
· Second, seek God’s strength daily (vs. 22a).

· Third, expect daily challenges (vs. 22b).

· Fourth, draw close to Godly people (vs.23a).

· Fifth, pray daily for one another (vs. 23b).

· Sixth, commit yourself to ministry to others daily (vs. 24).
These are the foundation stones which fit us for the Kingdom of God!
A Second Thought
God does not pamper His children; He perfects us!
A Second Step

“LORD, give me your wisdom and strength. Use me today.”
A Second Mile
How do you react in crisis? What needs to change about your reactions?
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