“Is Faith a Private Matter?”
19 
Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace 


and the things by which one may edify another. 

20 
Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. 

All things indeed are pure, but it is evil for the man who eats with offense. 
21 
It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine 


nor do anything by which your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak.   
22 
Do you have faith? 

Have it to yourself before God. 

Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. 

23 
But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from faith; 


for whatever is not from faith is sin.
(Selected Passage: Romans 14:19-23, NKJV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for June 22: 2 Kgs. 4:18-5:27; Acts 151-35; Ps.142:1-7; Prov. 17:24-25)
A Second Look

Modern man, particularly in western cultures, wants one’s faith to be viewed as a private matter. In man’s continuing effort to find biblical proof-texts to justify bad behavior, many men and women have crossed over the middle portion of Roman’s 14:23. Some want to pick and choose the verses in the Bible which can be used to prove one’s self-centered desires and then to subsequently camp out seeking to lead others to share that point of view. Paul did not teach that a Christian was allowed to develop one’s own inner sense of beliefs and behaviors. We cannot follow a flight of fancy or a fickle feeling. However, God does call on all believers to maintain godly relationships with God and others. We are to be open minded; God calls on all believers to carefully examine one’s relationship with God to be open to their own thoughtful and careful scrutiny
In 2 Kings 5, Elijah heals Naaman and then subsequently declines receiving a reward from Naaman. However, Elijah’s servant saw Naaman’s reward much more inviting than did Elijah; so chasing after him, the servant manipulated the conversation so as to extract a rich reward for himself. The free form mixing of God’s Word and will with man’s selfish aims and aspirations is both unwise and dangerous! God wants us to value our relationship with Him and with others above all other desires.
A Second Thought
Until you learn to trust God more than self, you will live a life grasping after things and experiences in a fill-in-the-blank kind of desperation.
A Second Step

“LORD, fix my heart completely on the things of God.”
A Second Mile
Getting the very thing you want is often the most painful type correction God brings into our lives.
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