“A ‘Know-So’ Salvation”
3 
We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. 
4 
The man who says, "I know him," but does not do what he commands is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. 
5 
But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. 
This is how we know we are in him: 
6 
Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.
(Selected Passage: 1 John 2:3-6, NIV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for June 28: 2 Kings 13:1-14:29; Acts 18:23-19:12; Psa.146:1-10; Prov. 18:2-3)
A Second Look

John revealed the intention of his first epistle in 1 John 5:11-13. “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.” Take time to thoughtfully re-read these verses. Use your voice to emphasize each phrase; in so-doing, you are drawing each portion of what God says to the forefront of your mind and you place it at the center of your heart. As John wrote, a new doctrinal deception was beginning to create controversy and confusion among the Christians. Some were saying they had arrived at a special form of superior knowledge which was calling into question God’s truth about salvation. This special knowledge called Gnosticism taught that man’s flesh is inherently evil and man’s spirit is automatically good. Some moved from this thought to conclude that the flesh could be released to all manner of immorality without affecting one’s salvation because man’s spirit was not impacted by man’s flesh; this was called Libertinism. Others taught that since the flesh was evil and the spirit was good, man had to inflict strong punishment upon one’s flesh to beat the devil out of us; this was called Asceticism. In either case, this attempt to mix Greek philosophy, Eastern Mysticism, and Jewish legalism into the Christian gospel caused great confusion. John declares that God wants you to know of your salvation with great certainty and to rest in that knowledge with complete security. You can possess a Know-So Salvation as you respond to God’s grace with faith. When we allow God’s grace to impart salvation to us, we experience a transformation in our character and conduct. Gratitude for the grace of God stirs a desire to serve God with growing passion and love. As has been said, “We are saved by grace through faith alone, however when saved by grace through faith, faith will never remain alone, but will move our hearts toward obedience and faithful service.”
A Second Thought
Security in our salvation is the stimulus of a heart and life of faithfulness.
A Second Step

“LORD, fill me with gratitude. Fix my mind on serving you.”
A Second Mile
Does your faith in God stir you to serve God? To know Christ is to love Christ. To love Christ is to serve Christ.
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