“The Power of Love”
1 
Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, 



that we should be called the sons of God: 



therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

2 
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 


but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; 



for we shall see him as he is.

3 
And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.
(Selected Passage: 1 John 3:1-3, KJV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for June 29: 2 Kings 15:1-16:20; Acts 19:13-41; Psa.147:1-20; Prov. 18:4-5)
A Second Look

Of all the forces of power known to man, nothing transcends the power of love. If our love for the Lord Jesus Christ is as healthy, dynamic, passionate, and persistent as it should be, we will find ourselves constantly seeking to be more like Him. As John calls the attention of his readers to the love of Christ, he finds himself completely captivated as is seen in his opening exclamation, “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God.”
As John focuses upon the love of the Father, he notes that the love of God for those who have become followers of His Son and our Savior – Jesus Christ – is without estimation or description. Thus, John writes, “Behold, what manner of love.” In essence John says, how can this love be measured? How can we describe this love? To what can this love be compared? John infers that God’s love transcends all of man’s estimations and defies all of man’s descriptions. Take this image to heart. What kind of love would you have to have for another person to willingly give up the life of your child? Should there ever be an occasion in which you gave up the life of your child for another, would you not also freely give than anything else that should be needed? If you understand the gravity and the quality of God’s love for you, can you do anything less than love God with complete commitment? In light of all that God has given you, is there anything that God could be require of you that would be too much to give? If you fully understand the love of God, will you not gladly give God anything He asked of you?
A Second Thought
Measure your commitment to Christ by His commitment of love to you.
A Second Step

“LORD, capture my heart and mind fully. Fill me with every desire to serve you. Cause me to see all I do in response to you as a simple reflection of my love for you.”
A Second Mile
As you make daily choices ask, “How does this reflect my love for Christ?”
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