“Life’s Warning Signs”
14 
But they would not listen and were as stiff-necked as their fathers, 


who did not trust in the LORD their God. 
15 
They rejected his decrees and the covenant he had made with their fathers 


and the warnings he had given them. 

They followed worthless idols and themselves became worthless. 

They imitated the nations around them although the LORD had ordered them, 

"Do not do as they do," and they did the things the LORD had forbidden them to do.
16 
They forsook all the commands of the LORD their God and made for themselves two 


idols cast in the shape of calves, and an Asherah pole. 

They bowed down to all the starry hosts, and they worshiped Baal. 
17 
They sacrificed their sons and daughters in the fire. 

They practiced divination and sorcery and sold themselves to do evil 


in the eyes of the LORD, provoking him to anger.

(Selected Passage: 2 Kings 17:14-15, NIV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for June 30: 2 Kgs. 17:1-18:12; Acts 20:1-38; Ps.148:1-14; Prov. 18:6-7)
A Second Look

Disobedience can put us on a complete downward spiral. Almost like the proverbial snowball careening down the hill getting larger and larger and moving faster and faster, turning our back on the Lord can lead us to places of increasing danger and destruction. Recently, I found myself cruising across south Louisiana when suddenly an alarm light went off on my dashboard and white smoke billowed out from the back of my car. To make a long and tedious story manageable, suffice it to say that a problem with an oil filter cascaded into a problem with oil pressure which turned into excessive heat in the transmission leading me to be parked on the side of the highway. However, I am brighter than I used to be, respecting the warning signals and investing $200.00 and about six hours saved my car. Had I behaved as I once did, it would have cost me over $3,000.00 and days with no car while it was being rebuilt in the shop. The point is, if you ignore the idiot lights on you dashboard, you will pay for it dearly. Don’t ask me how I know, just trust me… I KNOW!
As you read the passage above, you realize God gives us many warning signals to stop and turn around in our direction of life. If we fail to pay attention, our future in this life and in the life to come may very well be in great jeopardy. Has God been trying to get your attention? Has God been asking you to turn around?
A Second Thought
How far must you fall before you are willing to reach up?
A Second Step

“LORD, help us see the truth so that we can and will seek you.”
A Second Mile
What warning signs can you identify in life? How do you respond to life’s warning signs?
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