“Fearless”
1 
Another time he went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. 2 
Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, 


so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath. 
3 
Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, "Stand up in front of everyone."  

4 
Then Jesus asked them, "Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, 



to save life or to kill?" But they remained silent. 

5 
He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, 


said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." 

He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored. 
6 
Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians 



how they might kill Jesus.
(Selected Passage: Mark 3:1-6, NIV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for July 6: 1 Chron. 2:18-4:4; Acts 24:1-27; Psa.4:1-8 Prov. 18:16-18)
A Second Look

If there is anything to be observed about Jesus Christ in this passage it is the remarkable balance between His abiding compassion and His fearless courage. In fact, it may very well be observed that it is His compassion which gives life to His courage. In much the same way the mother of any species will fight ferociously to save her offspring, we see Christ standing down any threat of attack in order to deliver redemption and mercy to those willing to trust Him. What does this say to us on a personal level? There is no force known to man which would cause Christ to withdraw from responding to the needs of man! Christ will go to any length and face any enemy to bring grace to us!
The laws of God are not to be used to oppress man; they exist to point our way to the grace of God! God’s eye is on you. God’s ear is open to you. God’s hand of mercy reaches toward you. God wants to bless you even more than you want to be blessed.
A Second Thought
Regardless of where you are, God’s hand is open to you.
A Second Step

“LORD, teach me to trust you today with all that I face.”
A Second Mile
Are you allowing your needs to turn your face to the Lord?
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