“What Will You Do with Christ’s Love?”
3 
"Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. 
4 
As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, 


and the birds came and ate it up. 
5 
Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. 

It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 
6 
But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, 


and they withered because they had no root. 
7 
Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, 


so that they did not bear grain. 
8 
Still other seed fell on good soil. 

It came up, grew and produced a crop, 


multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times."
(Selected Passage: Mark 4:3-8, NIV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for July 6: 1 Chron. 2:18-4:4; Acts 24:1-27; Psa.4:1-8 Prov. 18:16-18)
A Second Look

Jesus often taught in parables. He used common and easily understood stories as a means of conveying deeper and more significant eternal truths. Here the story is about the Word of God falling to the ground and interacting with four different types of soil depicting four different types of human response to the gospel message. As you meditate upon Christ’s Words, you can ask yourself, “What have I done with the message of grace God has given me?” Even more importantly, you can ask, “What will I do with the gospel of life, love, and peace, God has bestowed upon me today?”
The four types of soil reveal four types of human response which you may well express today. Will you find your day so filled with distractions that no time or energy is left to appreciate the Good News of mercy in Christ? Will God’s message simply bounce off the hardened nature of a distracted life? Will His message of grace take root in shallow soil allowing for a flash of interest and joy to be quickly followed with the heat and pressure of a demanding day leading you to quickly and easily turn your attention away for grace? Will you find His love taking root in your heart but also find that much of your affection and devotion is consumed with other interests? Will there be no enthusiasm left for sharing God’s love with others? Or, will His investment of grace and love shine through your life today giving shape to all you do and say to others? Will those around you be led to see, hear, and experience the love of God through you today? Will you allow Him to bear joyful fruit through you today?
A Second Thought
Fruitfulness and joyfulness in life come as a result of reflecting Christ’s love!
A Second Step

“LORD, make me a reflection of your grace to others today.”
A Second Mile
Examine actions, words, and deeds as expressions of His love. 
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