“Empty Traditions”
9 
And he said to them: 
"You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God 

in order to observe your own traditions! 

10 
For Moses said, 'Honor your father and your mother,' and, 
'Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.'   
11 
But you say that if a man says to his father or mother: 
'Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is Corban' 
(that is, a gift devoted to God), 
12 

then you no longer let him do anything for his father or mother. 
13 
Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And you do many things like that."
(Selected Passage: Mark 7:9-13, NIV, Formatting added for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for July 11: 1 Chron. 11:-12:18; Acts 28:1-31; Psa.9:1-12; Prov. 19:1-3)
A Second Look

Religion has frequently been defined as man’s attempt to reach God by means of human merit or human effort. Man often seeks to replace divine revelation with religious ritual and seeks to replace authentic commitment with empty ceremony. The lesson Christ offers above speaks of the Jewish custom of bowing to religious tradition while ignoring God’s righteous commands. Jesus exposed the Jews deceptive and manipulative ways of fostering the appearance of devotion to God while simultaneously living self-centered lives. The term “Corban” (vs. 11) referred to the bounty and riches received by conquering pagan nations and armies which was then to be dedicated to the service of God by means of funding the ministry of the Tabernacle or Temple. However, the Jews had figured out a way to avoid the righteous responsibility of caring for the aged generations of one’s father and mother or grandfather and grandmother. Deceitful Jews were declaring their material resources as dedicated to the service of God (Corban), in order to avoid providing for their senior adult family members. In fact, these family resources were not being given for the Temple ministry as declared but rather were being kept for selfish purposes. The equivalent today might be to make a public dedication of an offering for the purpose of receiving the praise or approval of others only to subsequently retain the promised offering for selfish purposes. It seemed many Jews sought only the appearance of devotion to God while maintaining a selfish devotion to personal possessions and personal pleasures. We need to ask ourselves whether our commitment is merely a matter of smoke and mirrors or sincere spiritual faithfulness.
A Second Thought
God calls us to faith and obedience not religious imagery and hollow traditions.
A Second Step

“LORD, create in me a clean heart and renew a right spirit within me.”
A Second Mile
Do you live to please God or to satisfy self? 
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