“Transfigured but Not Transformed”
2 
After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him 


and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. 

There he was transfigured before them. 

3 
His clothes became dazzling white, 



whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 

4 
And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 

5 
Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. 

Let us put up three shelters — one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." 

6
(He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.) 

7 
Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: 

"This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!" 

8 
Suddenly, when they looked around, 


they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. 

9 
As they were coming down the mountain, 



Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen 




until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

10 
They kept the matter to themselves, discussing what "rising from the dead" meant. 

(Selected Passage: Mark 9:2-10, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for July 13: 1 Chron. 15:1-16:36; Rom. 1:18-32; Psa.10:1-15; Prov. 19:6-7)
A Second Look

One of the most challenging, even shocking, passages of Scripture is that which records the transfiguration of Christ (Mk. 9). The reason this portion of Scripture can be described as shocking is precisely because although Peter, James, and John see Christ transfigured in His eternal glory along with the supernatural manifestation of Elijah and Moses, they are nevertheless not transformed for the ministry opportunities which surround them as they come down from off the mountain. This is the only occasion in Scripture in which Jesus revealed His inner glory for others to see. Can you begin to imagine the magnitude of the glory of this moment as Elijah and Moses discuss with the Lord Jesus His impending “departure,” “exodus,” His death! Absorb that radical revelation: The virtual embodiment of the Law –Moses – and the personification of the prophets – Elijah – are discussing with Jesus His approaching death on the cross! However, the observing and leading disciples – Peter, James, and John – were still not able to confront and resolve the crisis which awaited them in the valley below – a demonized son stricken both deaf and mute. Here is the embodiment of all that is wrong with much of our worship today; we come down off the mountain of meeting with God with little or no power to meet the needs that surround us in our sin-darkened world. What is worship worth if we say we have met with God but are still not able to face the world? Maybe we have something of a clue as to why in Luke’s explanation of the Transfiguration (Lk. 9:32). The disciples were initially sleeping through the glory of God! While they were awakened physically, I do not know that we can say they were completely awakened cognitively or spiritually. Have you slept through some radical revelation God has given to you? If so, have you compromised the ministry opportunities which surround you in your interaction with the lost today? To attend Christ’s Transfiguration while not experiencing personal transformation is certainly a powerful tragedy!
A Second Thought
Sleeping through an encounter with the Living God leaves us bankrupt in the hour of one’s greatest need! Listen for God today or you will be sure to miss what God wants you to do tomorrow!
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes so that I may see glimpses of glory you have for me.”
A Second Mile
Listen on the mountaintop and you will be ready for the valley.
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