“Seek to Serve”
16
“Who am I, O LORD God, and what is my family, 


that you have brought me this far? 
17 
And as if this were not enough in your sight, O God, 


you have spoken about the future of the house of your servant. 

You have looked on me as though I were the most exalted of men, O LORD God. 

18 
“What more can David say to you for honoring your servant? 

For you know your servant, 
19 

O LORD. For the sake of your servant and according to your will, 



you have done this great thing and made known all these great promises. 

20 
“There is no one like you, O LORD, and there is no God but you…”
 (Selected Passage: 1 Chron 17:16-20, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for July 14: 1 Chron. 16:37-18:17; Rom. 2:1-24; Psa.10:16-18; Prov. 19:8-9)
A Second Look

Have you ever said, “What? Do you think I am your servant?” Modern culture has taught us to resent and resist the idea of being a servant. In fact, there is no greater joy than that of being a servant of the LORD by serving one another. Four times in this passage and ten times in this one chapter David is referred to as servant. David viewed himself as a servant. He saw his life as a gift from God. Too many today have unwittingly constructed a man-centered world. Too many of us see God as existing to fulfill our whims and desires. For these reasons, too many live each day mired up to their axles in frustration and disappointment. Some dare to accuse God of being unconcerned and/or uninvolved in making us happy. When we see God as holding out on us rather than pouring blessings on us, the joy of life is lost! Here are five ways to discover new-found joy:
1. Embrace ONE goal, “Lord, how can I serve and honor you?”
2. Go TWO-for-One. Give thanks for two blessings for every request you make.
3. Take THREE confession breaks. Around each meal confess your weaknesses.
4. Find FOUR people to bless or serve. Serving stirs satisfaction.
5. Use FIVE minutes to see a new future for you. Envision a new purpose for life.
David taught us to look back at what God had done (vs. 7-8). He also led us to look forward to a new sense of destiny. Mark the ten “I will” statements in the verses following this passage. God has some great plans for the ones willing to love and obey Him. Some resist commitment saying, “I’m not going to go to all this effort; it is just too hard.” In so-doing, those resisting commitments to the LORD secure a life filled with unhappiness.
A Second Thought
Seek to serve; do not simply seek to survive.
A Second Step

“LORD, turn my heart and mind to your purpose for my life.”
A Second Mile
Live to give your life away in serving others in Christ’s name.
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