“Hiding behind the Holy”
11 
And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: 


and when he had looked round about upon all things, 


and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve.

15 
And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, 


and began to cast out them that sold and bought in the temple, 



and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, 



and the seats of them that sold doves;

16 
And would not suffer that any man should carry any vessel through the temple.

17 
And he taught, saying unto them, 


Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? 




but ye have made it a den of thieves.
 (Selected Passage: Mark 11:15-17, KJV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for July 15: 1 Chron. 19:1-21:30; Rom. 2:25-3:8; Psa.11:1-7; Prov. 19:10-12)
A Second Look

Jesus had a very important lesson for the men of His day and for all people of this day: DO NOT LET YOUR RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES BECOME A CLOAK BY WHICH YOU ATTEMPT TO COVER OR HIDE YOUR SIN.
Notice Jesus came into the Temple as His triumphal entry was coming to a close and he investigated what was going on in the House of God. Evidently His righteous spirit was so gripped and pierced by what He saw taking place that He had no choice but to come back the next day in order to confront the Jews who were using religion as a cloak for sin. Take time to meditate upon Christ’s closing remark in verse 17. Christ’s two descriptors of the House of God are so sharply juxtaposed one against the other that we cannot but react with shock, sorrow, sadness, and righteous anger! That which God gave to His people as a physical manifestation of His presence among them, that which was designed to be a highway to heaven had become a hiding place for sin. He was as shocked at their predatory practices as we might be when contemplating a church-worker designing to use a Children’s Sleep-Over Fellowship at the church for the dark ulterior purpose of sexually molesting a child! Yes, such a thought is patently and blatantly offensive, but so is the thought of hiding sin behind the symbol of God’s presence. Can anything be more evil than preying upon the people’s sense of guilt and shame to make a buck rather than praying for them to know peace and forgiveness!
What is a “den?” A den is that hidden nest in which an animal slips away to hide in safety from the threat of other predators up the food-chain. The religious establishment had made the Temple a place for greedy, deceptive, and manipulative leaders to hide in plain sight. They used man’s spiritual needs as a device to affect their own material gain. Still today, we are tempted to use the church as a place to impose their will upon others. Sometimes religious people will invoke the name of God as a cover for their natural and fleshly desires. Man is known to say, “God said…” or “God led me to…” or “God’s will is…” in attempting to forge God’s name authorizing our own plans. We are also tempted to talk the talk while not walking the walk so that we can gain control over others. Surely those that misuse the gifts of God for the purpose of personal gain and those who attempt to seize positions of power and control will be confronted by the white-hot wrath of God.
A Second Thought
Be oh so careful in what you do in God’s house and how you touch God’s people for the Lord of the Manor is watching.
A Second Step

“LORD, fill my heart with reverence. Protect me from handling holy things with calloused hands.”
A Second Mile
The fact that Christ cleansed the Temple more than once teaches us a great deal about the surreptitious nature of sin. Before the eyes of a holy and omniscient God nothing can be hidden.
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