“Seeing beyond Today”
1 
As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, 
"Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!" 

2 
"Do you see all these great buildings?" replied Jesus. 
"Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down."
(Selected Passage: Mark 13:1-2, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for July 18: 1 Chron. 26:12-27:34; Rom. 4:13-5:5; Psa.14:1-7; Prov. 19:17)
A Second Look

So often as we make decisions, we arrive at our conclusions having only seen today. We often fail to look past the moment to see the bigger pictures or the ramifications of the decisions and choices we make. In no area of life is this more true than considering the impact of sin. When our choice is away from the will of God, the future bodes bad things.
As the disciples call Jesus’s attention to the grand stones of the Temple, they must have been captivated by its grandeur. They were sure to be contemplating its beauty and historical significance. The sheer size and magnificence suggested significance, importance, and impact. The structure of the Temple was the physical embodiment Judaism as a religious establishment. However, no institution can exist off of its history. For every institution there is the constant need to build a new future and there is no better way to do that than by applying the ministry Christ calls us to today. Jesus must have been pierce with some spirit of melancholy as He looked at the beloved Temple – the outward manifestation of the presence of God among the Jews – realizing that the spiritual death among the people would manifest itself in the physical destruction of the facility. As seems to be always the case, death seems to proceed from the inside out.
The sober, short, and succinct observation of Jesus painted a painful picture of tomorrow. "Do you see all these great buildings? Not one stone here will be left on another; everyone will be thrown down." While the image of the devastation of Jerusalem would not come to fruition until the Romans completely destroyed the city and region in 70 AD, Jesus could already see that tragic picture in His Spirit. We are challenged to ask, “What does Christ see in the future for us?” Will the choices we are making today direct our path toward decline and demise or toward advance and rejoicing? While it is easiest to contemplate this question in a large group context so that we can assign the responsibility to someone else, a President, a Governor, a Senator or Representative, or even a pastor, the question can really only be answered on an individual basis. We are each carving out our own future by the choices we make today. What is stirring within that will shape your life, your family, and your future?
A Second Thought
Pray as if everything depended on God. Serve as if everything depended upon you.
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes so that I might see the chances for advance that are before me today.”
A Second Mile
Are you building a bright and blessed tomorrow? You can begin right now.
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