“Betrayal”
43 
Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. 

With him was a crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, 



the teachers of the law, and the elders. 

44 
Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: 

"The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard." 

45 
Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Rabbi!" and kissed him. 

46 
The men seized Jesus and arrested him. 
47 
Then one of those standing near drew his sword 


and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 

48 
"Am I leading a rebellion," said Jesus, 



"that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture me? 

49 
Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest me. 
But the Scriptures must be fulfilled."  

50 
Then everyone deserted him and fled.
 (Selected Passage: Mark 14:43-50, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for July 20: 2 Chron. 1:1-3:17; Rom. 6:1-23; Psa.16:1-11; Prov. 19:20-21)
A Second Look

No one felt the sting of betrayal more intensely than did Christ. However, no one has ever stood taller in the face of betrayal than Christ. The picture we have of Judas is certainly paradoxical and enigmatic. It is fraught with inherent contradictions. Although Judas was with Christ for the full duration of His three-year public ministry, he was clearly not attentive to anything Jesus said, did, or revealed. While he knew where Jesus would be, he was, nevertheless, so insecure in his actions of betrayal that he surrounded himself with men with swords, spears, and clubs. How hypocritical could his new found friends have been? Although they were religious leaders, they came motivated by jealousy and fear bent on murder. Read the last sentence again. Does something seem to be totally out of place? Was Judas so ignorant of all that Jesus had said and done that he thought he would have to be taken by force? Was Judas so blind to the miracles of Christ, raising the dead, healing the sick, walking on water, and casting out demons, that he actually thought a weapon of war could subdue the Lord of Hosts?! Was Judas so naïve that he thought Jesus would not be able to see through the traitor’s kiss? There is no end to how blind and ignorant sin leaves us all? The very fact that man buys into the delusion of sin is manifest evidence of sin’s deceptive power.
A Second Thought
There is no greater folly than giving up what we cannot replace to gain what we cannot keep. What a fool sin makes of us all!
A Second Step

“LORD, protect me from the folly of following the philosophy of the world.”
A Second Mile
What is the value of 30 pieces of silver to a dead man?                               Terry Booth
