“A Divine Appointment”
21 
A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, 

was passing by on his way in from the country, 

and they forced him to carry the cross. 

22 
They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha 

(which means The Place of the Skull).
 (Selected Passage: Mark 15:21-22, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for July 21: 2 Chron. 4:1-6:11; Rom. 7:1-13; Psa.17:1-15; Prov. 19:22-23)
A Second Look

Who could have ever known to expect that this would be the day that Simon of Cyrene would meet the Savior or that this meeting would have such a revolutionary impact upon his life? Apparently Simon of Cyrene was a proselyte Jew attending the Passover celebration in Jerusalem at the time Christ was crucified. Being from Cyrene, he came from the area of northern Africa known today as Libya. Evidently Simon was so affected by the crucifixion of Christ and his subsequent understanding that this was in fact the promised Messiah that he became a convert to the Christian faith. His two sons and his wife are mentioned as central figures in the Christian church at Rome, “Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother, who has been a mother to me, too” (Rom. 16:13). Evidently the impact of Christ upon Simon’s life was so compelling that he influenced his entire family (wife and two sons) to likewise confess their faith in Christ.
Simon sets a dynamic example before us all. Our faith in Christ should be so passionate and authentic that those living in closest proximity to us should be encouraged to walk with Christ also. Has your encounter with Christ gone home with you? Do those who know you best and love you most see the radiant presence of Christ shining forth in your life? Are you a contagious Christian?
A Second Thought
God has prepared a number of divine appointments in your life. Today may be just such an occasion in which you encounter the Lord or through which others encounter the Lord through you. Will you be alert to your divine appointments today?
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes to my opportunities to encounter you today. Make my faith such that others encounter Christ through me.”
A Second Mile
Faith that does not go home with you may not be faith worthy of being given away.
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