“The Depths”
34 
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 



"Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"-which means, 



"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"
 (Selected Passage: Mark 15:34, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for July 22: 2 Chron. 6:12-8:10; Rom. 7:14-8:8; Psa.18:1-15; Prov. 19:24-25)
A Second Look

The cross of Christ carried Jesus to the depths of despair and darkness which sin has cast upon us. Sin separates. Our disobedience has separated us from our sense of hope for the future. Sin fractures and fragments our relationships with one another. Sin isolates our lives filling us with times of fear and self-condemnation. Sin breaks our fellowship with God leaving us alone in a world of our own undoing. However, Jesus stretched out His arms on the cross between two thieves which reflect all of humanity acting as a potential bridge between God and man. Just as one thief cried out for mercy, some of us will know the grace of God. Tragically though, many others will stumble in their blindness refusing to acknowledge any need for Christ’s intervention.
Sin shatters. Our bodies are fraught with disease and weakness. We age and grow weak. The only thing more broken than our bodies might well be our dreams because sin has deluded and deceived us into thinking we might be able to make our own way in life. Our families suffer under the weight of our sin. Sin has not only pierced our hearts, it has also permeated the lives of our children so that the pain of sin is visited upon those we love the most for generations to come. However, Christ’s broken body was offered up as the perfect atonement for our sin so that we might be made whole again.
Sin stymies. We no longer have the strength or the wisdom to find our way through circumstances that dwarf us. We stagger and stumble under the weight of burdens we bring upon ourselves. Our course in life, which could have been full of fruitfulness and fulfillment, becomes relegated to calamitous ruin. However, Christ stepped into our full collapse under the weight of our sin so that He might lift the load which has crushed us all. Yes, Christ went to the full extreme of the guilt, shame, and condemnation of our sin so that He might provide for us complete deliverance from the hell we have brought upon ourselves. He was separated from the Father. He was shattered by our sin. He was stymied under the weight of the cross so that His former intimacy with the Father, His mighty strength, and His stalwart Spirit might be passed on to us.
A Second Thought
Jesus bore our cross so that we might share His crown!
A Second Step

“LORD, let me live with daily gratitude for the greatness of your grace and the reach of your righteous hands.”
A Second Mile
Do you live daily in the brilliance of thanksgiving?
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