“Beyond Persuasion”
1 
When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom 

as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.   

2 
For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you 

except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

3 
I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. 

4 
My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, 

but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, 

5 


so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power. 

 (Selected Passage: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for July 26: 2 Chron. 17:1-18:34; Rom. 9:22-10:13; Psa.20:1-9; Prov. 20:2-3).
A Second Look

The power to persuade, what is the world unknowingly longing to hear? This is a vital question to consider as we realize that at least two-thirds of the world’s population do not believe in or follow the Lord Jesus Christ. If we truly believe the message we proclaim, then we must conclude that these 4.7 billion people will not spend their eternity with Jesus Christ. The mass of this portion of humanity will not be reached at once. These 250 people groups, most of which have never even heard of Christ, will only be impacted by the gospel in much the same way our neighbors will be reached, as we live a transformed life in loving relationship with the lost around us.
Take time to meditate thoughtfully upon the method of ministry Paul used among the Corinthians which were of a certainty some of the most immoral and degenerate people in the world of his day. First, note Paul went out to minister to sinners and he went to minister to the worst of them. Some years ago I made a visit with a deacon. That night we had two families to visit. One was a Christian family made up of faithful believers who had recently been visiting our church. The first visit we made was to a lost man I had learned of through one of our members who had a friendship with him. After the first visit, which at that moment did not produce any significant change in the man’s beliefs or behaviors we went to the home of the Christian family. Upon leaving the second visit, my deacon friend commented, “Now, that was a good visit!” His words immediately pierced my heart, for in my BC days (Before Christ), I was much more like the first man than the second family. My deacon friend was energized by visiting with a saved family sharing spiritual values which would easily be reached for membership in our church. My heart hurt. God wants us to love the lost as he did. He wants us to seek relationship with the lost to gratefully share the message of hope Christ has given us. He wants us to never seek to persuade the lost by the art of human logic but to portray the power and grace of God by our purse and sincere witness. God wants us to invest our lives patiently giving away His grace and mercy as He has done with us. God does not call us to debate with the world but to demonstrate the joy of a changed life. Today is the day to enjoy authentic friendship with those who do not know or walk with Christ. Do not try to coerce or convince them by your own power; give your love to them until they see Jesus.
A Second Thought
A good witness does not merely declare a propositional gospel such as, “I propose to you that if you believe in Jesus you will go to heaven.” A good witness displays a consistent transformational testimony which displays a truth, “Your life can be better now and for all eternity.”
A Second Step

“LORD, I am so thankful today that someone cared enough to give me your grace when there was nothing that was lovely or loving about my life. Thank you for my Helen. Make me such a witness to someone else today.”
A Second Mile
God convicts, convinces, calls, claims, and cleanses. God changes man’s life. Go forward today realizing you do not have to persuade anyone to believe. God wants you to embody and to portray Christ in a living way.
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