“The Valley of Beracah”
22 
As they began to sing and praise, the LORD set ambushes against the men of Ammon and 
Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were defeated. 

23 
The men of Ammon and Moab rose up against the men from Mount Seir to destroy and 
annihilate them. After they finished slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to destroy 
one another. 

24 
When the men of Judah came… and looked toward the vast army,


they saw only dead bodies lying on the ground; no one had escaped. 

25 
So Jehoshaphat and his men went to carry off their plunder, 


and they found among them a great amount of equipment and clothing and also articles of 
value — more than they could take away. 


There was so much plunder that it took three days to collect it.
26 
On the fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Beracah, where they praised the LORD. 
This is why it is called the Valley of Beracah to this day.

(Selected Passage: 2 Chron 20:22-25, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for July 27: 2 Chron. 19:1-20:37; Rom. 10:14-11:12; Psa.21:1-13; Prov. 20:4-6)
A Second Look

Here is an utterly staggering and exhilarating thought: The Lord can and will use the same army, the very weapons, and the exact attack meant to destroy you to deliver you, to strengthen you, and to bring to richness beyond your imagination. The very misery that threatens to sink your life entirely can become, in the hands of God, the gift you would have never sought. Look carefully. The soldiers of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir have welded themselves together into a brutal and terrifying army bent on reducing Judah to nothing more than a smudge mark on the pages of history. However, quite to their shock and chagrin, they are the ones to be annihilated! With the same brutality they intended for Judah, they bring death and destruction to themselves leaving behind such wealth that it takes Judah three days just to gather it all together!
2 Chronicles 20 leaves us a template for experiencing such a victory with our greatest enemies. First, seek the Lord when facing big problems. Notice verse 3, “Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the LORD, and he proclaimed a fast for all Judah.” Second, listen to and apply what God says, “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the LORD says to you: 'Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God's” (vs. 15). Third, praise the Lord. The text we began with taught us that the victory came when the act of praise led the way into battle (vs.22).
A Second Thought
The one willing to face the crises of life God’s way will awaken with blessings he will struggle to gather.
A Second Step

“LORD, empower me to see my crisis through your eyes.”
A Second Mile
Learn these steps to success: SEEK, SUBMIT, and SPEAK. Seek God’s will. Submit to the Lord willingly. Speak praise in faith-filled anticipation.
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