“Quick Opinions”
5 
Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. 

He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness 

and will expose the motives of men's hearts. 

At that time each will receive his praise from God.
(Selected Passage: 1 Corinthians 4:5, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for July 28: 2 Chron. 21:1-23:21; Rom. 11:13-36; Psa.22:1-18; Prov. 20:7)
A Second Look

Quick opinions and personal conclusions often appear in popular polls. Never before has Western Civilization been so impacted by the gathering of information through opinion polls. We hear of the President’s approval and disapproval ratings almost daily. Frequently we hear of changes in state and federal laws because of public sentiment (think about gay rights and gay marriage). Society seems to be bent toward joining the crowd. Leaders appear to do little more than find out which direction the crowd is moving so that they can rush to the front of the crowd so as to appear to lead. This is not biblical or good leadership. What lessons can be found in the above Scripture?
“Judge nothing before its time.” Paul taught that the value of a short-term or an immediate decision is its long-term impact or its lasting result. Therefore it is foolish to choose a course of direction because it is popular among your peers. Following popular opinions is little more than being led around like a cow with a ring in its nose. As you choose your path for today, look down the road. Let your long-term goals determine your short-term decisions. Measure the immediate by the eternal.
“Wait till the Lord comes.” God, not public opinion, has the final word on all things. Before January 22, 1973, (the landmark decision of the U.S. Supreme Court in Jane Roe – vs. – Henry Wade legalizing abortion) abortion was wrong. However, since Roe – v – Wade, Americans have taken the lives of more than 50 million unborn children! Here is a shocker: Norma McCorvey (the unnamed Jane Roe) is now a pro-life advocate?!
“He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men’s hearts.” We are all accountable to God. God will righteously judge our actions, our attitudes, and our motives. Live with a spirit of willing accountability to God and you prepare yourself for eternity. The Scripture defines all that we say, think, and do as being either “wood, hay, or stubble” or “gold, silver or precious stones” (1 Cor. 3:12). The fire of God’s righteous judgment either consumes that which is fleshly and sinful purifies and proves that which is faithful and obedient. Nothing can be hidden from God.
A Second Thought
Live in the light of His righteousness and all you do will last.
A Second Step

“LORD, set me free from the need to follow my peers. Teach me to follow you.”
A Second Mile
Continue to ask the Lord, “What do you want me to do?”
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