“Living the Will of God”
1
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, 



to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — 



this is your spiritual act of worship. 

2 
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, 



but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 


Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is — 



his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
(Selected Passage: Romans 12:1-2, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for July 29: 2 Chron. 24:1-25:28; Rom. 12:1-21; Psa.22:19-31; Prov. 20:8-10)
A Second Look

Discovering and doing the will of God is one of life’s most important challenges.
First, meditate on the mercy of God (vs. 1). Remembering God’s goodness prepares us to anticipate and act upon God’s grace. Intentionally and thoughtfully reflect upon the many occasions of God’s goodness. Relive the times you have known His provision and protection. How has God intervened in your life to do you good? The God who blessed you yesterday is ready to bless you today.
Second, surrender your will gladly to do His will (vs. 1b). Presenting your body as a living sacrifice means you are ready to do His will no matter the cost. We cannot know God’s will until we are ready to do His will.
Third, cut the cords of control that the world or others may have on your life (vs. 2). As long as you dance to the tune of some other influence, you are silencing the voice of God. Conforming is letting your life be shaped by the pressures from others around you.

Fourth, as you meditate upon the Word and pray in response to what He reveals to you, the Holy Spirit transforms you (vs. 2b). Transformation occurs as we fix our heart, mind, and will upon the will of God. Your mind is like a computer: Good in – good out; bad in – bad out.

Finally, notice how he describes the will of God. It is good, pleasing and perfect (vs. 2c). You need never fear the will of God. What He has for you is always better than what you have for yourself.

A Second Thought
Give yourself to God in sacrifice and worship and He will give His will to you in bounty and glory.
A Second Step

“LORD, empty me of me and fill me first with you.”
A Second Mile
Daily, look for some practical way to say in actions, “I give myself (my will) to you.”
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