“Sensuality and Marriage”
1 
Now for the matters you wrote about: It is good for a man not to marry.   

2 
But since there is so much immorality, 



each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband. 

3 
The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, 



and likewise the wife to her husband. 

4 
The wife's body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. 


In the same way, the husband's body does not belong to him alone 



but also to his wife. 

5 
Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and for a time, 



so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. 


Then come together again 



so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.
(Selected Passage: 1 Corinthians 7:1-5, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for August 1: 2 Chron. 30:1-31:21; Rom. 15:1-22; Psa.25:1-15; Prov. 20:13-15)
A Second Look

Modern culture does not understand the relationship between sensuality and intimacy. Therefore, modern man often carries on relationships that neither work nor last. For generations Western Civilization has struggled to find a meaningful understanding of the sexual relationship God built into a marital commitment. These early verses of 1 Corinthians 7 go a long way in answering the questions the Corinthian Christians posed to Paul as a result of their living in a city so rampantly overcome with sexual immorality. The temple built to the goddess Venus atop the 1000 foot high Acrocorinthus brought an atmosphere of complete sensuality to the city in much the same way the French Quarter defines the atmosphere of New Orleans. Follow the progression below to understand God’s plan for sexual intimacy.
Intimacy requires vulnerability. By its nature and common expression, sexuality requires vulnerability. Both physically and emotionally, sexual intimacy expresses love as a husband and wife come together with nothing being reserved or held back. As Paul counsels wives and husbands in verse 4, he directs them to make their bodies a complete gift in expressing love to the other. For a husband and wife to weave their hearts, minds, bodies, and lives together, both the husband and the wife must give themselves without reservation to the other.
Vulnerability requires an exclusive commitment (vs. 2). Paul speaks about the husband’s “own” wife or the wife’s “own” husband. The word “own” (Gr. idios) speaks of one’s “private” and/or “separate” spouse. Not one of us is going to open oneself to another without the certain assurance that the relationship is founded upon complete commitment. While the world does not respect the principle of commitment, those who ignore it soon find they quickly come to regret the results.
Commitment is built upon shared values and mutual respect. Spiritual union and intimacy give life and expression to physical union and emotional intimacy. God designed our bodies to physically express what His will is for our minds and spirit; that is that in coming together two become one. God’s plan, when looked at physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually is that the husband and wife become one entirely.
Shared faith is the first foundation stone which give life and expression to our marital partnership of values and respect. In Christ we learn to love. We learn that love is first and foremost about giving, not getting. In marriage that act of giving becomes a lifelong duty (vs. 3) which is embraced with desire and delight. In Christ, we learn that we become more than we could have otherwise ever become by entering into an exclusive relationship called marriage.
Finally, meaningful intimacy becomes the outgrowth of authentic faith in and submission to Christ. Christ’s plan for intimacy was never to hold back joy from man but quite the contrary, God seeks to bestow joy upon our marriages. 
A Second Thought
Trust God’s gracious love. Follow God’s joyous plan. Give yourself completely to your spouse and your heart will dance!
A Second Step

“LORD, teach each husband and each wife to give himself or herself to his or her spouse as a gift. Teach us to treasure the gift of love you have given us.”
A Second Mile
Give and God will cause your gift to rebound to your own blessing.
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