“Can RIGHT Be WRONG?”
9 
Be careful, however, 



that the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak. 

10 
For if anyone with a weak conscience sees you 



who have this knowledge eating in an idol's temple, 




won't he be emboldened to eat what has been sacrificed to idols? 

11 
So this weak brother, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. 

12 
When you sin against your brothers in this way 


and wound their weak conscience, 
you sin against Christ. 

13 
Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother to fall into sin, 



I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to fall.
(Selected Passage: 1 Corinthians 8:9-13, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for August 2: 2 Chron. 32:1-33:13; Rom. 15:23-16:7; Psa.25:16-22; Prov. 20:16-18)
A Second Look

1 Corinthians 8-10 deals with the church’s questions about meat previously sacrificed to idols. The situation was this: Most of the meat in Corinth had been previously slaughtered and given as acts of worship at pagan temples. While some of the meat was consumed by priests of the pagan idol and some of the meat was consumed by the worshippers, still a significant portion of the meat was later sold in various open air markets across the city. Meat sacrificed to idols was often better meat and also was often available at a reduced price and therefore very desirable throughout the city. If a friend or a neighbor invited you to share a meal it was highly likely you would be exposed to the prospect of eating meat sacrificed to idols. While Paul clearly taught that the idol was in fact no sort of god at all and therefore had no impact on the meat whatsoever, Paul also taught that every believer had to enter into every activity with a mind of careful concern of how their actions might influence others. Underlying this question is the larger question, “How does a Christian handle his or her freedom?”
Paul established that one principle superseded the principle of personal freedom – the freedom of doing all things with a mind of careful compassion. The key question is not, “Is this acceptable under the law of God?” The key question is, “How will my actions impact the lives of others around me?” Paul made the focus of this question so clear in verses 12-13 above. Since we are followers of Christ, we are called to live by a higher standard – will this build up or will this tear up another’s life? Paul gives us much help in discerning right from wrong in social matters. We are called to consider our own attitude (8:1-3). Be sure pride does not “puff” you up. Second, we are to consider our brother’s knowledge (8:4-8). All believers do not understand the biblical principle of liberty.  Third, we must consider our brother’s conscience (8:9-11). Be sure your actions do not hurt others. Finally, Paul challenges believers to consider Christ (8:12-13). To follow Christ means we come to love and respect others as Christ loves us.
A Second Thought
Never think only of your own good but always of the good of others.
A Second Step

“LORD, give me your heart and mind when considering my choices and the impact I may have on others.”
A Second Mile
All our choices must be examined on a vertical, internal, and horizontal plane when discerning right from wrong.
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