“The Eternal Perspective”
24 
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? 


Run in such a way as to get the prize. 
25 
Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. 


They do it to get a crown that will not last; 



but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 

26 
Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; 



I do not fight like a man beating the air. 

27 
No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, 



I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.  
(Selected Passage: 1 Cor 9:24-27, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Aug. 3: 2 Chron. 33:14-34:33; Rom. 16:8-27; Psa.26:1-12; Prov. 20:19)
A Second Look

Motivation has everything to do with the quality and consistency of our commitment to Christ. Although Paul pointedly declared his rights as an apostle of Christ, as a preacher of the gospel in light of Old Testament law, the usual religious custom, and common sense, nevertheless Paul did not take advantage of all the privileges which should have accrued to his benefit. Quite to the opposite of that which would have fallen under the umbrella of his rights, Paul chose to minister the gospel to others as a grateful expression of his thanksgiving for the grace God bestowed upon him. Paul’s passion and perseverance revealed the real essence of the motivation which shaped and empowered his life and ministry.
Paul preached, ministered, and served in the here-and-now because he was captivated and compelled by his vision of eternity. He understood that his witness and ministry was a present tense investment which would produce eternal rewards. Because Paul was able to see the connection between his current ministry and the crown had in store for those who were faithful to His calling, Paul was passionate and persistent in sharing Christ. Paul embraced spiritual discipline with personal delight. He saw through the immediate because his eye was fixed upon that which was ahead. Like a world-class Olympian, Paul submitted every element of his life to the calling to glorify God, testify to the lost, and to edify the saved. Take your eyes off today by fixing your heart on tomorrow and all of the rest of life will come into the divine balance God has designed for you.
A Second Thought
Live for the eternal and the immediate will never overwhelm you.
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes to the brevity of life and the length and significance of eternity. Give me your eternal perspective on my immediate life.”
A Second Mile
Ask, “What eternal impact will this immediate decision have on my life?”
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