“Finding Your Way Out of Temptation”
11 
These things happened to them as examples 



and were written down as warnings for us, 




on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. 

12 
So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall! 

13 
No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. 


And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. 


But when you are tempted, 



he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.
(Selected Passage: 1 Cor 10:11-13, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Aug. 4: 2 Chron. 35:1-36:23; 1 Cor. 1:1-17; Psa.27:1-6; Prov. 20:20-21)
A Second Look

God teaches us His eternal truths in many different ways. In 1 Corinthians 8, Paul taught us eternal truth by communicating the  lessons  learned  by  the  example  of  Christ.   I Corinthians unpacks truth for us following the example Paul sets for us. Now I Corinthians 10 reveals God’s truths as learned through the example of Israel in the Old Testament. Paul defines Israel as examples (a Greek word meaning a type, a model, a pattern, or a scar). In much the same way that a forensic scientist might trace a shoe print, a tire print, or a fingerprint back to a particular individual, so also a Christian can learn timeless and eternal truths through that which Israel did during the Old Testament era. Israel collapsed as a nation because of their prideful arrogance and willful rebellion. There is a subtle inference of such arrogance evident in verse 15 in which Paul in essence says, “If you are as wise as you think you are, if you know as much as you say you do, then you need to figure out God’s message for you today in what you know about Israel’s past relationship with God.” Paul is saying, “Grow up and admit the truth!”
What is the central lesson the Corinthian Christians need to learn? First, do not be so full of self-confidence that you presume you cannot slip and fall into any sin you are able to see in the lives of others. He or she who thinks compromise and collapse has no real authentic understanding of himself or herself (vs. 12). If you will open your eyes to see your own weakness and potential for sin, you will also be able to discern the way of escape God has made available to you. If you are tempted in any way, that temptation is also the manifestation that God is expressing His vote of confidence in you. That which seduces you to sin also shines the light on the way of your escape. Open your eyes, open your mind, and open your heart; God is ready to deliver you!
A Second Thought
God will not let anything come upon you that you cannot overcome.
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes to your path toward peace and victory.”
A Second Mile
In God’s faithfulness, what is God providing for you in your hour of need?
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